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Community Services creates
a data bank to help tribal

citizens enter workforce

OKMULGEE — The Muscogee (Creek) Na-
tion is seeking qualified and skilled personnel for a
Job Data Bank maintained within the Division of Com-
munity Services.

Accordingtotribal law Title 32, Chapter 2, Sec-
tion 2-104, the Local Hire Act requires the Division
of Community Servicesto maintain alist of available
and qualified skilled Creek citizensand American In-
dians residing within the boundaries of the Creek
Nation.

Acting in
accordance with
this law, Della
Cherry, Deputy
Director of the
Division of Com-
munity Services,
will beginacquir-
ing data, compil-
ingalist, and sub-
mitting potential
employees, by skill and experience, to prospective
employers operating within the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation jurisdiction.

“We hope all Creek citizens take this opportu-
nity to fill out an application and get it back to usjust
as soon as possible,” said Cherry. “With the new
program, we hopeto help more Creek citizens obtain
employment and to create an overall better future
for our people.”

To be entered into the Job Data Bank, an infor-
mation sheet must be compl eted and submitted to the
office of Community Services. Applicants must pro-
vide information, such as skills, years of experience,
licenses, employment history, and identification docu-
ments.

For moreinformation, contact Community Ser-
vices at: PO Box 580, Okmulgee, OK 74447; (918)
732-7962, (800) 482-1979; or submit an e-mail to
dmartin@muscogeenati on-nsn.gov.

Chief Ellisassumesleadership for Inter-Tribal Council

Leadership of the Five Civilized Tribes, from left to right, are: Chief Kenneth Chambers, Seminole Nation; Chief Chad Smith,
Cherokee Nation; Principal Chief A.D. Ellis, Creek Nation; Chief Gregory Pyle, Choctaw Nation; and Governor Bill Anoatubby,

Chickasaw Nation.
by Sara Gibson

CATOOSA — Al good things come full circle; on
Friday, January 14, thelnter-Triba Council had anew chair-
men step into office. Muscogee (Creek) Nation Chief Ellis
stepped into leadership to preside over the prestigious and
powerful Inter-Triba Coundil.

Thelnter-Triba Council iscomprised of theillustrious
nations of the Five Civilized Tribes: the Creek, Chickasaw,
Choctaw, Cherokee and Seminole. The Five Tribes recog-
nized the need to $and asaunit and redlized the amount of
power they could holdwhen united and asaresult of various
meetings heldin 1949, thefoundation of the present day In-
ter-Tribal Council of the Five Civilized Tribeswas formed.
One of thefounders of the establishment was Creek citizen
Tom Moore, who isthefather of Judge Petrick Moore.

TheConditutionof thelnter-Triba Councl dearly dates
theobjective

“...tosecureto oursel vesand our descendantstherights
and benefits to which we are entitled under the laws of the
United Sates of America, and the gate of Oklahoma; to
enlighten the public toward abetter understanding of theln-
dianrace; to presarve Indian culturd vaues; to enhanceand
promotegenerd educationa opportunity among membersof
the Five Civilized Tribes; to seek equitable adjustments of

tribd affars, to secure and to preserve rights under Indian
TreetieswiththeUnited Sates, and otherwiseto promotethe
common welfare of the American Indians...”

Thereare over 450,000 membersenrolled inthe Five
Civilized Tribes Whenanissueisproposedanddl Five Tribes
have a concern they must confront, the amount of politica
clout the tribes carry is very powerful. With dl five tribal
leadersworkingtogether, their possibilitiesareendless.

Thelnter-Triba Council metingisopentodl. Even
tribes outside of thefive can attend, however, dueto the na:
tureand pogitioneech of theFive Tribeshold, it'susudly just
the five who arein atendance.

Thegenerd council of thelnter-Triba Council congsts
of fivemembersfrom each tribe. For the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation, thegenerd council consstsof Chief A.D. Ellis, Sec-
ond Chief Alfred Berryhill, Spesker ThomasYahola, Second
Speeker Richard Berryhill and Judge Petrick Moore.

“The tribes have a good rdlationship and have been
extremdy helpful to eech other. | cancdl onone(Chief) and
they will return my cdl evenif they are out of sate” Chief
Bllisdated.

Chief Ellis assumes the postion of Chairman from
Chickasaw Nation Governor Bill Anoatubby. Chief Elliswill
serve as Chairman for aterm of 1 yesr.
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Letters

Thanksto Twin Hills Community Center
Editor:

The Family Violence Prevention Program at
Children and Family Services would like to ex-
tend much thanks to the Twin Hills Community
Center. They recently provided a Christmas food
basket including aturkey, fruit, and many canned
goods for one of our domestic violence victims
and their family. It was needed and greatly ap-
preciated! Thank You for your good heartedness.
Lisa Worthley, Okmulgee

Family remembers|loved one
Editor:

It’s been a year and 10 months since the
loss of our father Edmond Lowe, but we still feel
his presence. During the time of his battle in the
hospital, we still cannot get over how all the many
churches, preachers, Christians, friends, relatives
and everyone else just came to give aword or a
hug, encouragement, and sympathy to our dad,
family, and relatives.

On behalf of our family and mother, we are
still thanking everyone who came to us, helped
us and prayed for us. Thank you all for services,
flowers, prayers, cards, time, food, encouraging
words, songs and fellowship. Thanks to all the
churches and preachers who took their time to
visit our dad and everyone else who gave their
time for our family, even if it was just to come
and shake our hands, as some of the families did.
If it weren't for your comfort behind God’s hands,
we couldn’t have come through so well. So again,
thank you all for all you've done, especially the
Creek Nation Principal Chief and Second Chief,
Funeral Home, church and all the preachers.

Mvto
TheLowe Family

Local church givesthanks
Editor:

On behalf of the Trenton Indian Baptist
Church, we thank Donna Martin and the Creek
Nation for the monetary gifts, donations and time
for our members and community. Thanks to you
all, our members and community had a wonderful
time and appreciated all that was received, our
turnout was a blessing.

Once again thank you for the Christmas
blessings. Not only our church, but the High Priest
above, will lay many blessingsto you all.

Mvto
Trenton Indian Baptist Church members,
Hanna

Organization thanks communications staff
Editor:
| didn’'t get a chance to tell you after our

meeting how much | appreciate your preparing the
Power Point Project for us.

You did a superb job and please pass on our
thanks to the girls who worked on it. Your work
made our presentation go very well and was ex-
actly the thing that we needed to present our pur-

* MCN v. Dixon: Christina

Petition

e Community Hospital Lakeview v. Folson:
Rebecca

Foreign Judgment

* Royal Financev. Buckley: Sussie

pose of the meeting.
Hope to see you again.
Regards,

Scott Roberts, Oklahoma City

Small Claims

* Royal Finance v. Walker: Vanessa

Small Claims

* Anderson: Ginav. Hartley: Michael
Petition to Establish Paternity

December District Court filings

Marriage License:
* None

Protective Orders:
* Johnson: Aletha v. Johnson:
Aaron

Criminal - Felonies:
* None

Criminal - Misdemeanor
* None

Traffic:

« MCN v. Pierce: Rusty
No Driver’s License

*« MCN v. Navoh: Aryan
DUS

« MCN v. Fipps: Donald
Disorderly Conduct

* MCN v. Somez: Eugenia
Disorderly Conduct

*« MCN v. Beasley: Anthony
Disorderly Conduct

Family Domestic:
None

Divorce:

» Shepherd: Patricia v. Shep-
herd: Justin

* Thomas: Patricia v. Thomas:
Adam

* Morence: Rebecca v.
Morence: Jesse

» Beaver: Sally v. Beaver:
Mike

Civil/ Small Claims:

e Paquin: Twylav. Paquin:
Sylvester and Blackbear:
Farrell

Petition to Establish Paternity
e Tulsa Adjustment Bureau v.
West: Carl and Barbara
Foreign Judgment

Native American Journalist Association

The Muscogee Nation News is the
official publication of the Muscogee
(Creek) Nation. Its purpose is to meet any
possible need of the tribe and its citizens
through the dissemination of information.
Reprint permission is granted with credit
to The Muscogee Nation News, unless
other copyrights are shown. Editorial
statements appearing in The Muscogee
Nation News, guest columns, and read-
ers' letters reflect the opinion of the indi-
vidual writer and not those of The
Muscogee Nation News, its advisors,
nor the tribal administration. Editorials and
letters must be signed by the individual
writer and include a traceable address or
phone number to be considered for pub-
lication.

Deadline for submissions to be con-
sidered for inclusion in the next edition is
the third Friday of every month. The
Muscogee Nation News reserves the
right to edit all submissions for space,
style, and grammar. Receipt of submis-
sions does not obligate The Muscogee
Nation News in any regard.

The Muscogee Nation News is
mailed Standard Class Afrom Okmulgee,
Oklahoma to all enrolled citizens' house-
holds upon request and proof of citizen-
ship. Inquiries should be directed to the
tribal communications department.
Please include your tribal enrollment num-
ber with all correspondence.
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GERALD WOFFORD
Photography/Writer

JENNIFER TARYOLE
Staff Writer
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Office of the Principal

Today is Jan )05 and one year ago today
at 6:00 am., inthe morning, | took my oath as the new
Principal Chief. This had to be at such an early hour
because | had to catch a plane for Washington D.C. at 8
am. My entirefirst week wasworking in D.C. to secure
work and improvement that would benefit our Nation.
Times have changed so much thisfirst year and the Na-
tionisrapidly moving toward avery progressive future.

Indian Nationsin Oklahomaare finally becoming
aforce bothin the political process, businessand indus-
try. Even in the area surrounding Okmulgee where our
capitol islocated, community city and state officialsare
eager to beinvolved and working with the Creeks. What's
good for our Nation is also good for Oklahoma.

Many projectshave been successful inthelast year
and many new on€e'sare being built or now in operation.

| now redlize that a new tribal leader has to ded
with much controversy during their first year in office.
You do the best you can for the Nation as awhole, ig-
nore the resistance from people who want to destroy
instead of improve & realize that the majority of Creek
people wanted you here.

| predict a greater year ahead. The Coweta Clinic
will befinished in 2005. The new Hotel-Casino in Tulsa
will be under construction on Riverside Drive, and anew
Class Il Gaming Com-
pact will allow ustoin-
Ccresse revenue income
and improve direct cli-
ent services. A new all
purpose basketball gym,
fitnesscenter plusanew
office of tourism and
recreation to put the
omniplex to full time
useyear round. Thenew
industrial park dedi-
cated last month should
be ready for businesses
this summer. The new
Triba Transit Systemwill begin buying busesthisyear to
start transporting our citizens according to manager, Mr.
Ben Chaney. This year is a very important time for our
Tribal University with the Board of Regentsin place and

Q@D. &l

planning under way to expand.

Thereis still a overwhelming need for hedth care
and more funding. We never have enough money and
thereforemany peopleareleft having huge doctor’shills.

Many, many peoplecomein or call my office about
medical bills or priority decisions. My office has noth-
ing to do with our health system. They aregoverned by a
7 member Board of Directorswho report to the National
Council committee. I'm aways a good listener but au-
thority islimited.

| will givemy yearly Sate of the Nation Addressat
the regular council meeting the 29th of January in the
Mound building and | invite everyone.

Our future, the future of our Nation and its people
will be the topic of discussion. Thisis aso the election
year for al National Council Representatives. | urge all
citizens to exercise your voting privilege to elect who
you think serves or will serve this nation for the best
interest of al. Mvto!

Quote of themonth: “ Rudenessisthe weak man’s
imitation of strength.”

Second opinion

by Second Chief Alfred Berryhill

| trust most of you had a joyous Christmas and a happy
New Year. | know that there are some who are il grieving be-
cause they lost aloved one and our prayers continue to be with
you.

Chrigmasis supposed to be atime when we celebrate the
birth of our Lord Jesus. However, it seems that we have been
conditioned to cdlebrate thistimefor other things. Thisseasonis
tobeajoyousone. Every sinceour childhood, wehavegrownuse
to Christmas as a time to exchange gifts with our families and
friends

I’mreminded of atimewhentherewasapromisingyoung
man who had six children and loved to be around children. His
planswereto have severd children and he did have agood dtart,
but hislifewascut short New Year’sEve. Heknew hewasbehind
onhisrent payment, but hewasonly abletocomeupwithapartia
payment and the rest would be forthcoming the following week.
Hetook hispartid payment to hislandlord and it wasrgected. He
probably wasn't able to do much for his children because he
hadn’t been working. He saw everyone else having awonderful
time, but hewasfacing eviction. What away to start aNew Year.
| know that thereare probably morethingssurrounding hisdesth.

Society has condition our young people that if they don’t
give something to their children on Christmas; it doesn’t make
them much of afather or aman. When hetried to make apartia
payment; the rgjection was more or lessadap in theface. This
young man probably had much pride and didn’t want to bother
anyone dsefor help. He probably fdt that hewas at adead end.

The only thing that he could probably give his children
wasahug every timehewould seethem. | know that hetook them
to church. How many more of our youth are out there that need
help but won't ask. He gave the best he had; a hug and Jesus
Chrigt. Amen.

THECONTINUATION OFTHESTORYASRELATEDBY
CHIKILLI: “The Cusstawssaid they would try to kill the beest.

They dugapit and stretched over it anet mad of hickory-bark. They
thenlaid anumber of branches, crosswise, sothat thelion could not
follow them, and, going tothe placewherehelay, they threw aratle
into hisden. Thelion rushed forthin grest anger, and pursued them
through the branches. Then they thought it better that one should
die rather than al; so they took a motherless child, and threw it
before the lion as he came
near thepit. Thelionrushed
a it, and fell inthe pit, over
which they threw the net,
and killed himwith blazing
pine-wood. Hisbones, how-
ever, they keep to thisday;
ononeside, they arered, on
the other, blue”

“The lion used to
come every seventh day to
kill the people; therefore,
they remained there seven
daysafter they hedkilledhim.
In remembrance of him,
when they prepare for War,
they fast six days and start on the seventh. If they take his bones
with them, they have good fortune.”

“ After four yearsthey left the Coosaws, and cameto ariver
which they called Nowphawpe, now Callasi-hutche (footnote: A
misprint for Talas-hutche)). There they tarried two years; and, as
they had no corn, they lived on roots and fishes, and made bows,
pointing thearrowswith beaver teeth and flint-stones, and for knives
they used golit canes”

“They |€ft this place, and cameto acreek, caled Wattoola-
hawka-hutche (footnote: Watula, sandhill crane; haki, sound, noise;
hatchee, creek, river.), Whooping-creek, so caled fromthewhoop-
ing cranes, a great many being there; they dept there one night.

They next cametoariver,inwhichtherewasawaterfal; thisthey
named theOwatunka-river (footnote: OwatamkaRiver.). Thenext
day they reached another river, which they caled the Aphoosa
pheeskaw (footnote: Cf. afuswa, threed; fesketa, to sprinkle, scat-
terout.).”

“The following day they crossed it, and came to a high
mountain, where people who, they believed, were the samewho
medethewhitepeth. They, therefore, madewhitearrowsand shot
a them, to seeif they were good people. But the peopletook their
white arrows, painted them red, and shot them back. When they
showed theseto their chief, he said thet it was not agood sgn; if
the arrows returned had been white, they could have gone there
and brought food for their children, but asthey werered they must
not go. Nevertheless, someof themwent to seewhat sort of people
they were, and found their houses deserted. They dso saw atrail
which ledinto theriver; and, asthey could not seethetrail onthe
opposite bank, they believed thet the people had gone into the
river, and would not again comeforth.”

“Atthat placeisamountain, called Moterdll, whichmakesa
noiselike begting on adrum; and they think thispeoplelivethere.
They hear thisnoise on al sdeswhen they gotowar.”

“They went dong the river, till they came to a waterfall,
wherethey saw gresat rocks, and ontherockswerebowslying; and
they believed the peoplewho madethewhite path had beenthere.”

“They dways have, on ther journeys, two scouts who go
before the main body. These scouts ascended a high mountain
and saw atown. They shot white arrows into the town; but the
people of the town shot back red arrows. Then the Cusstaws
became angry, and determined to attack the town, and eech one
have a house when it was captured.”

“They threw gtonesinto the river until they could crossit,
and took the town (the people hed flattened heads), and killed dl

please see SECOND..., page 8
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Educa[i on day on Sept. 19 with family and friends. Her birthday Paternal grandmother is

cake was a Princess theme. Nancy Chisholmof Stidham,
Student of themonth

HOLDENVILLE —
Isiah Caine Lowe, a first
grader at Ethel M. Reed El-
ementary  School in
Holdenville, was selected as
the October Student of the
Month.

Heisin Mrs. Patterson’s
class and wants to be a
zookeeper when he grows
up.

He is the son of Rhonda
Lowe of Holdenville.

Births

Ashlinn StormHicks

ADAIR — Ashlinn Storm Hicks was born on July
21 to Josh and Jami Hicks.
Sheweighed 81bsand 5 oz.
and was 20 1/2 inches in
length.

Maternal grandparents
are Jackie and Robert Ehly
of Pryor.

Paternal grandparents
are Tracy and Beatrice
Scates of Chouteau.

Paternal great-grand-
parents are Edna Mitchell
of Henryetta and the late
Charlie Hicks Sr. of
Wel eetka.

Paternal great-great-grand mother was the late Sa-
rah Harjo of Dustin.

Birthdays

July turnsninewith a Spiderman theme

TULSA — Troy July
celebrated his ninth birth-
day on Dec. 18 with his
family. His sister, Tiffany
and Matthew Miller took
him to Laser Quest.

He is the son of Sonya
July and Troy Carter of
Checotah.

Maternal grandparents
are Clara and the late Joe
July of Checotah.

Paternal grandmother is
the late Laura Carter.

He has two sisters, Tiffany and Laura; one brother,
Sunjun.

p i STUDENT Monty

A A%, Ea

. icks

Girl celebrate4th birthday with family and friends
ADAIR—SierraRain Hicks cel ebrated her 4th birth-

She is the daughter of Josh
and Jami Hicksand hasalittle
sister named Ashlinn Hicks.

Maternal grandparents
are Jackie and Robert Ehly
of Pryor.

Paternal grandparentsare
Tracy and Beatrice Scates of
Chouteau.

Paternal great grandpar-
ents are Edna Mitchell of
Henryetta and the late
Charlie Hicks, Sr. of
Weleetka.

Paternal great-great-grandmother was the late Sa-
rah Harjo of Dustin.

Randall celebratesbirthday
withfamily andfriends

COWETA — Avery
OkemaRandall celebrated her
first birthday on Oct. 28 with
family and friends.

Sheisthedaughter of Tyler
and Krysta Randall.

Her grandparents are
Harold and Linda Ward of
Moore and Rod and Jennifer
Randall of Broken Arrow.

Shehasonebrother, Bryant
and one sister, Cameron.

Randall

Chisholm celebrates6th birthday

RAINFORD — Gina Don Chisholm turned 6 years
old on December 23rd. Her Scooby-Doo theme birthday
party was celebrated on Christmas Day in Raiford at the
home of her great-aunt Betty Lane.

Gina Don is a Creek citizen of Creek-Cherokee de-
scent and attends kindergarten at Okay Elementary and
church at First Baptist of Okay. Gina is the daughter of
Donald Chisholm and Velma Carder.

paterna great-grandparents
are the late Coweta and
Rosanna Chisholm of
Raiford.

Maternal grandparents
arethelate Cecil and Peggy
Carder, Sr. of Okmulgee,
maternal great-grandparents
are the late Buddy and
Hattie Harjo, Sr. of
Weleetka.

Society
Littlecreek to serveon Regiona Advisory Committee

OKEMAH— The Department of Education and the
CNA Corporation has an-
nounced the selection of
Valeria Littlecreek to serve
on the Southwest Regional
Advisory Committee(RAC).
Thisisone of ten RACs es-
tablished by the U.S. Con-
gresstoinformtheU.S. Sec-
retary of Education on the
technical assistance needs
for education in the nation.
The CNAC Education Cen-
ter issupporting thework for
the Department of Education.

Each RAC will need to submit a final report to the
U.S. Secretary of Education in April 2005.

Littlecreek has 28 years of experienceworking in edu-
cation at the international, federal, state and local levels.
She holds a B.S. degree in Psychology and a Master’s
degree in school counseling from Oklahoma State Uni-
versity and hopesto complete her doctora degreein school
leadership in the spring also from OSU.

Sheisthecurrent school counselor for Okemah Middle
Schoal, with 12 years of total experience with Okemah
Public schools.

Chisholm _

Littlecreek

EUFAULA — Checotah Indian Community held
their first annual powwow at Lake Eufaula State
Park, Area#2 on Oct. 16 and 17.

The powwow was officially called the “ Three
Rivers Intertribal Gathering.” Prize money for the
event totaled $40,000.

The drum contest was a $3,000 winner-take-all
event. Six drum groups competed: Redland,
Kellyville; Smokey Creek, Shawnee; Rose Hill,
Cushing; South 40, Carnegie; Native Eagle; and
Battle River, Redby, MN.

A total of 210 registered dancers and several
intertribal dancers participated in the inaugural
event. Several hundred people were in attendance
and pledges have been made for upcoming years.

Checotah Indian Community holdstheir first annual powwow
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Muscogee Creek Nation Division of Health: Contract Health Services

Thisisa Special Program Highlight at the request of
the MCN Divison of Heelth Chief Medical Officer
Dr. Lawrence Vark

OKMULGEE — Contract Hedlth Services (CHS) is
afederaly funded program to asss digible patients finan-
cidly with specidized carethat isnot directly avallablefrom
Cresk Nation Clinicsor Creek Nation Community Hospital.
Assigancedependsondigibility, resdence, medical priorities,
dternateresources, and availability of funding.

The Creek Nation CHS program aso contracts with
Spedidty carephysicians hospitds diagnosticgroupsand other
hedlth care providerstotrest our patientsat prearranged fees.

TheContract Health Service Programisfunded yearly
with federa fundsby the Department of Hedth and Human
Sarvices (DHHS). Not dl referralsfor gpecidty care can be
paidfor by Creek Nation Contract Hedlth Services. Because
the funding they receive they cannot accommodate every
need of every patient, medica prioritieshavebeen esteblished
for determining which referrds can be authorized for pay-
ment.

Medicd prioritiesfor the Creek Nation CHS are:

* LifeThreatening Obstetrical Complications/ Emer-
gencies Medicd carefor obstetricd patientspresentingwith

Eligihility for Cresk Nation Contract Hedlth Services
must beestablished through Contract Hedlth Service (CHS).

1. Must be digible for direct patient care services
provided by tribaly operated Clinicsand/ or IHSfadilities.
Anindividud isdligibleif they are of Indian descent and a
member of afederaly recognized tribe;

2. Non-Indiansmay bedligibleinthesestuations:

A norindianwomanwhoispregnant withandligible
Indian’s child through pregnancy and postpartum; A non-
Indian member of an digible Indian's household who re-
sdeswithinthe CN service areaisdigiblefor CHSIf the
Medica Officer inchargedeterminesthet servicesarenec-
essary to control apublic hedlth hazard or an acute infec-
tious diseese; A non+Indian under 19 years old who isan
adopted child, sepchild, foster child, legal ward or orphan of
andigiblelndian.

3. Pdient must residewithinthe Cresk Nation CHS
servicearea. (Please ssemapidentifying theservicebound-
ary). TheCHSboundary isestablished by thelndian Hedlth
Saviceand doesnot incdludethe entire Creek Nation juris-
dictiond area

4. Out-of-state residents are not digible for CHS
funds

5. You must use dl other resources to pay for your
medica care, such as Medicare, Medicad, VA, Worker's
Comp, Title19, Sooner Care, automohileinsurance, and/ or
group hedthinsurance.

6. CHSisaPayor of last resort

Thepriority system helpspatientshave equa oppor-
tunity for gpecidty servicesand to make surethefundsare
used to give the best possible benefits.

obstetrical conditionswhich gppear to pose serious threet to
lifeof petient or unborn child.

« Life Threstening Emergencies Medicd carefor con-
ditionswhicharefdttobeanimminent threet tolife, forwhich
trestment a Creek Nation Community Hospitd or an IHS
facility isnot appropriateor available.

« OrgarV Limb Thregtening Emergencies Medical care
for patientspresenting with conditionsthought to poseanim-
minent threet to an organ or limb, where trestment a Creek
Nation Community Hospital or anlHSfadility isnot appropri-
aeor avalable

* Treatment of Curable Cancersin Childhood: Medi-
cd care for curable cancers in minors (age as defined by
law).

 Treatment of Curable Cancersin Adults Medical
care for curable cancers in adult patient (age as defined by
law).

» Acute Orthopedic injuries Medicd carefor ortho-
pedicinjuriesinadults(egeasdefined by law), wheredd ay of
suchtreatment would resultinsgnificant lossof function.

¢ Urgent Conaultative/ Disgnodtic Studies Medicd care
ordered by ahedlth care provider that isnecessary for defini-
tivediagnog strestment of acondition, whenitisanticipated
that delay of suchwould not resultinlossof acondition, when
it isanticipated thet delay of such would not resultin loss of
lifellimb/organ, but delay might potentialy lead to complica:
tionslaterinlife.

o Class1 Pdliative Cancer Treatment: Trestment for
cancer thet could prolong life, butisnot acurative. Extension
of lifeexpectancy should beanticipated tobe2 yearsor longer.

*  Deveopmentd Delays: Provider sarvicesnecessary
for thedefinitivediagnosisof physica or mentd conditionsin
pediatric patientswhich could impede or prevent norma de-
velopment; whendinica sgnsarepresenttoindicatepossble
presence of such conditions.

* IHS Sevicesavailablea an IHSfadility

¢ Other Consultsand Diagnogtic Studies: Conaultg/di-
agnostic sudieswhich are necessary for the definitive diag-
nossof acondition.

¢ Other Orthopedic Problem: Medicd care of ortho-
pedicconditionsthat arenct thought toresultinsignificant loss
of function; cosmetic deformity may be present.

 72hour/ 30daysEmergency Cdl in: Careforwhich
referra isnot done Patient call-in to report medica issues

» Rehabilitative Services (Inpatient): All servicesde-
fined asrehabilitative, exclusive of those provided by Creek
Nation Community Hospita or other IHSfacility.

» Rehabilitative Services (Inpatient): See above- 72
hour/ 30 day Emergency Cdll in.

o Trangolant: Organtransplant authorized by qudified
providers. Subject toavailablefunding.

When sarvicesarenot available a Creek Nation Clin-
icsand hospital or at IHSfacility wherethe patient regularly
recaives care, aphysician will initiste areferra to acontract
specidty provider.

Patient Benefits Coordinator at each dlinic preparesall

Referrd sepsare:

1 Nurse/Provider will direct you tothe CHS Patient
Bendfits Coordinator’sofficeand your chart & referra will
be teken to CHS office.

2 Pdient BendfitsCoordinatorswill counsd withyou
regarding digibility, aternate resources such ass Medicare,
Medicaid, insurance, VA, Workman'sComp, Sooner Care,
and Title 19, and schedul esthe gppointment, if necessary.

3 Patient will need areferrd from hisor her doctor
for additional procedures tests, follow-upexams, and or hos-
pitdlization.

4 |f patient schedul esor reschedul esan ppointment
without proper CHS authorization, the peatient will be re-
sponsiblefor payment.

5 Get toknow your Patient Benefits Coordinator at
theclinic you normally useto help with any schedulesand
questionsregarding Contract Hedlth Services.

referrasto submit weekly for the CHS Review Committee.
The Review Committee meets every week. They have an
averageof 70 requistionson aweekly basis. Referrdsfrom
dl dinics are reviewed and categorize in accordance with
gpproved Creek Nation CHS medicd priorities. Individua
referrdsareprioritizedwithaMedicd Priority. Referrdsare
thenrankedwithinthepriority.

Fundsapprova isbased onweekly dlocation and gp-
plied to the referrdsin the order they have been prioritized
and ranked.

Deferred refarrds are defined as sarvice requested
and meatsmedica priority, but nofundsareavailableto pay
for them. Deferred referrdswill be resubmitted for review
up to three consecutive weeks for further consderation for
payment of sarvices and prioritized and ranked with new
referrals presented a those meetings.

If your referrd is denied, the patient and/or provider
has 30 days from the date the denid letter is received to
gppedl for recons deration. A pped shouldbemadeinwriting
andmailedto: ATTN: Chief Medicd Officer, Contract Hedlth
ServiceOffice, 206 South Grand, Suite202 Okmulges, Okla:
homa74447. If thedecisonisupheld, the next level of gp-
ped canbemadeinwriting within 30 daysto: ATTN: Chief
ExecutiveOfficer, Contract Health Service Office, 206 South
Grand, Suite202, Okmulgee, Oklahoma74447. TheCEO's
decison on gopedls shall condtitute find adminigrative ac-
tion.

Call-ins are reported to CHS Central Office in
Okmulgeeat (918) 758-2710. Thiscall shouldbemadewhen
apatient hasan emergency andisunableto gotothenearest
Creek Nationhospita/dinicor IHSfacility. Thepatient must
call theCHSofficewithin 72 hoursafter thebeginning of the
trestment (this 72 hour period isextended for elderly 65 and
older to 30 days).

For further information, contact the Contract Hedth
SarviceOfficea (918) 758-27100r visit the Contract Hedlth
Officesin Okmulgee.
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New Elderly Housing Complex in use, receives first resident

by Josh Slane

The Elderly Housing Complex is no longer
vacant, having received it's first resident in
Rebecca Autaubo on November 30. She certainly
took to the house quickly enough saying proudly,
“Thisis my home,” as she welcomed us inside.

As we walked through the rooms of her
house for the first time she told us how she was
looking forward to this ever since she received
the letter stating she could move in. She also
shared how she would go and look in the win-
dows of the different houses, and how she got
the one she wanted the most. “It seems like a
dream come true,” she said.

However, Rebecca would not be the only
tenant for long. Five more tenants were allowed
to move in during the first week of December and
three more are scheduled to be moved in the sec-
ond week.

Other tenants are expected to be able to
move in by the end of Janurary. The complex can
currently house up to 16 families.

But getting in to the housing complex isn’t
as easy as it seems. To be eligible, prospective
elders must be over 55, though preferenceis given
to those that are 62 or older.

Tenants must have some form of monthly
income. The lease charge is based on the tenant’s
income, totalling 15% of their annual income
spread over a year’'s time, with equal payments
each month, with a mini-
mum of $75 a month.

The houses in the

happens, events such as domino games, chess,
checkers, and card games will take off. Also the
multipurpose room is available for the tenants or
guests to exercise, have health screenings or
seminars, and even available to tribal members
for their own functions that would require alarge
amount of space, such as wedding receptions.
There are also plans to expand the complex from

16 apartments to 25 apartments sometime in the
near future.

To learn more about the elderly housing, or
to apply residence at the complex, please contact
Linda Lowe, the Elderly Housing Manager, at
(918) 752-3293 or e-mail her at

Ilowe@creeknationhousing.org.

Linda Lowe, left, congratulates Rebecca Autaubo on being the first resident to move in the Elderly Housing

Complex.

complex are not what you
would expect for only a
small fee. They have 2 bed
rooms, a washing machine
and dryer, a range, dish-
washer, refrigerator, gar-
bage disposal, and a safe
room. Some of the houses
are handicap accessible.

The Elderly Complex
is equipped with 24 hour
security, and an Emergency
Call System, which will
transmit a help needed sig-
nal from their home to the
office, or if the office is
closed, to 911 emergency.

And as good as the
complex isnow, it's future
is only looking up. Title 6
is planning to move over to
the complex, and bring its
Elderly Nutrition program,
withit’snoon meal. Asthis

oper

OKLAHOMA

please call:

"Who loves ya
Oklahoma!"

I N T I S N I I

INVITATION TO TRIBAL MEMBERS

Gary Hardin, grandson of the late Mary Deer
Hardin, would like to invite all tribal mem-
bers, family and friends to Tulsa’s newest
Ford dcalushup Gary has 20 years
ence in assisting people with their transpor-

experi-

your next automobile purchase, new or used,

918.346.6500
Toll Free: 866.312.5150

Bring this ad and receive $500 towards your
purchase of any new or used car.

tation needs, If you have any questions about I

3400 South Sheridan ¢ Tulsa, Oklahoma 74145
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Headlands Indian Health Careers Program

NORMAN — The University of Oklahoma
Health Sciences Center is now accepting applica-
tions for its 2005 Headlands Indian Health Careers
Program, to be held June 5 through July 30, 2005 on
the OU Norman campus.

American Indian high school seniorsand first-
year college students, who are interested in pursu-
ing a career in the health professions, are encour-
aged to apply for thisintense eight-week enrichment
program offering mini-block courses in calculus,
chemistry, physics, and biology. These courses are
designed to increase the students’ knowledge and
prepare them for the required college-level math and
science course work in pre-health programs.

Students again will gain experiencein the labo-
ratory, strengthen their communication and writing
skills, and attend interactive presentations at OU
Health Science Center colleges of Public Health,
Allied Health, Medicine, Pharmacy, and Nursing.
Field excursions to health clinics and hospitals also
areincluded.

Travel, lodging, and meal expenseswill be pro-
vided for each student accepted into the program.

Applications for the Headlands program can
be found at www.headlands.ouhsc.edu or call (405)
271-2250. Application deadlineis March 15, 2005.

The Headlands program is sponsored by Okla-
homa Native American EXPORT Center with fund-
ing from the National Center on Minority Health and
Health Disparities of the National Institutes of Health.

Woman's Technology Program

MICHIGAN — The Women's Technol ogy Pro-
gram at MIT isafour week summer residence pro-
gram designed to introduce high school girlsto elec-
trical engineering and computer science (EECS).
Any girlswho are currently ahigh school junior who
have demonstrated math and science ability with an
interest in finding out about EECS should visit their
website to get more information and to get an appli-
cation at http://wtp.mit.edu.

Classes are taught in a supportive environment
by a staff of women MIT PhD candidates and under-
graduates. The full-time academic program includes
hands-on experiments and team-based projectsin com-
puter science, electrical engineering, and mathemat-
ics. No prior experience is required, but applicants
typically have strong academic records, especially in
math and science.

Archery Challenge

TAHLEQUAH — The Cherokee Cornstalk
Society is inviting other archers to come to it's
monthly games. The use of cornstalk targets and
cornstalk pointsfor arrow points are used during the
competition.

The society is also planning to run a tourna-
ment in the Spring and would like the Muscogee
(Creek) Nation to have ateam representing the tribe

present at the competition. For more information, or
if you would like to be a part of, or be captain of, a
Muscogee Nation team, please contact Debra
Grayson at (918) 453-0794.

Child Development Community Centers awarded
HOLDENVILLE — On January 5, the
Holdenville Child Development Community Center
became a2 star facility and the Okmulgee Child De-
velopment Center became a 1 star plus facility.
Tonya Gordon hasjust received her CDA certificate.

Community Center Leaders Sworn Inand Trained

OKMULGEE — The officers of the commu-
nity centerswere officially sworn into office on Sat-
urday January 8 by Honorable Muscogee (Creek)
Nation Supreme Court Justice Judge Amos McNac.

After the swearing in ceremony, the officers
received training in varioustax laws and regulations.
Thistraining was put on by the Community Research
and Development Department.

Senior Spelling Bee

OKMULGEE — Senior citizens areinvited to
participatein aspelling bee at 2:00 p.m. on March 8
at Eastern Oklahoma Development District Area
Agency on Aging, 1012 N. 38th St.

If you live in Adair, Cherokee, Mclntosh,
Muskogee, Okmulgee, Sequoyah, or Wagoner
County and are 60 yearsold or older, you are eligible
to participate.

Five places will be awarded with first and sec-
ond place winners competing in the State Senior
Spelling Bee on May 4 at the Oklahoma State Con-
ference on Aging in Midwest City.

For more information or to register, contact

Karen Sedberry at (918) 682-7891 or the Senior Info-
Lineat 1 (800) 211-2116.

In the Spirit of Resistance

VANCOUVER B.C. — Mandy Rose and Ange
Sterritt will be producing their annual show, “In the
Spirit of Resistance,” in Vancouver B.C. on April 30,
at the UBC Great Hall, The Sty—Wet—Tan at the First
Nations House of Learning at UBC in Vancouver
B.C.

This production will be ajoint effort of TheIn-
ternational Indigenous Youth Conference (11'Y C) Sec-
retariat and In Spirit of Resistance.

The production will be a chance for young In-
digenous people from different walks of lifeto come
together and learn not only about the I11'Y C Confer-
ence, which will bring 200 youth from around the
world to the Vancouver Aboriginal Friendship Cen-
ter in June 2005, but also learn how our people are
working towards sustainability, autonomy, empower-
ment, unity, and solidarity in the midst of globaliza-
tion and liberalization.

Thegoal of thisevent isthat high schools, youth
centers, programs, and organi zations can pull together
to help unite as many youth as possible.

There will be a number of traditional and con-
temporary performances, spoken word, speakers, and
some visual presentationsviafilm and art.

Performers and speakers will receive an hono-
rarium. Volunteers are needed for: driving youth to
and from UBC, some class 4 drivers will be needed,;
child care; food preparation; getting the word out
electronically, viaposters and by word of mouth; and
set up and take down.

For more information or if you would like to
volunteer, contact Ange Sterrittat (604) 562-1082.

OKMULGEE — The Muscogee Nation’s
Tribal and Health Administration met on Decem-
ber 16, to organize and launch a first tribally
funded Reintegration

Tribelaunchesfirgt tribally funded Reintegration Program for ex-offenders

The Reintegration Program is established
under Behavioral Health Services with Dr. Elise
Taylor, Director. It was mentioned during the

meeting it isimportant

Program for ex-of-
fenders.

The program is
designed to provide
protection to society,
while making available
a comprehensive re-
source service deliv-
ery to youthful and
adult offenders
through collaboration
and partnership of
various local, state,
and federal agencies.
The program was
spearheaded by National Council representative
Keeper Johnson.

Agroup of 11Tribal and Health Administration came together
to discuss the structure of the Reintegration Program.

that all Muscogee
(Creek) Nation's pro-
grams and staff need
to fully support Dr.
Taylor's efforts in
implementing this pro-
gram and Mary Lee of
Vocational Rehabilita-
tion Program to ac-
tively and aggressively
conduct all business of
the Reintegration Pro-
gram. Dr. Vark, Acting
CEO, Division of
Health Administration,
was also present and assisted in making this
meeting a success.
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NATIVEAMERICAN HISTORY SERIES
PRE-COLUMBIAN
SOUTHEASTERN NATIVEAMERICAN
BLOWGUNS
By
Patrick E. Moore

The blowgun was a hunting weapon used
by several different Native American tribes in
North America and many in South and Central
America. The use of the blowgun dates from the
dawn of civilization, even though some current
anthropologists be-
lieve the weapon was
brought to the Ameri-
cas from Asia ap-
proximately 300
years ago.

There is over-
whelming evidence
supporting the inde-
pendent devel opment
of the blowgun in the
Americas. Blowguns
developed and used
by natives in Asia
were very short and
blowguns devel oped and used in this hemisphere
for millenniums were always long sometimes
over 10 feet in length. Thereis also no plausible
explanation of how a recent introduction (300
years ago) of ablowgun invented by Asians could
have found its way to what is now the south-
eastern United States. The blowgun was in use
as a hunting weapon when Spanish invaders
entered the Muscogee Confederacy in 1540 and
blowguns are still used by Native Americansin
the deepest jungles of the Amazon basin in ar-
eas only explored by outsiders during the last 20
years.

Southeastern natives had knowledge of and
used the weapon but it was unknown to Native
Americans from other areas of North America
with the possible exception of the Hopiswho to-

day still perform a ceremony involving the blow-
ing of a feather through a cane tube.

South American natives made use of poison
darts, but North American blowgun hunters did
not, the weapon was used only for hunting small
game and sport, never in war.

The blowgun is a very accurate hunting de-
vice and the North American hunter did not need
poison to bring down small game; in addition the
blowgunis very quiet and coupled with the stalk-
ing abilities of the Native American hunter made
it avery efficient hunting weapon.

The blowgun was used by the Muscogee
(Creek), Choctaw, Cherokee, Iroquois and all the
tribes along the gulf coast. Northern tribes used
walnut and sumac when constructing their
blowguns and those tribes further south preferred
native cane.

The blowgun was constructed by splitting a
long section of cane, removing the solid sections,
gluing the sec-

material was cotton.

Darts were carried in a small quiver very
carefully made so that the darts were always pro-
tected. These quivers were very highly decorated
with colorful designs of the owners choosing.

An expert could expel a dart with unbeliev-
able speed, power and accuracy. Using a 10 foot
blowgun a dart can be launched and hit a target
100 yards away with enough power to completely
pierce game as large as the turkey.

Colonel Thomas McKenney, who was Super-
intendent of the Indian Trade Bureau & Head of
the Bureau of Indian Affairs in the early 1800's,
became intrigued with blowguns after meeting a|
Muscogee (Creek) boy named Mistippee in 1826.
Mistippee was a mutation of the boy’s real given
name Benjamin. Mistippee was the son of Yohol o-
Micco a powerful chief. This young Creek was
an expert with the blowgun and Colonel
McKenney described Mistippee’s blowgun as

being a hollow

tions back to-
gether and wrap-
ping the blowgun
with sinew. The
small end of the

cane was always
the muzzle func-
tioning much as
the choke on
today’s shotgun.

The North
American
blowgun was

from 8 to 10 feet in length and individual ly deco-
rated by its owner.

Darts were made of oak approximately 1/8
inch diameter and often at least 1 foot long. Darts
for the longer (10") blowguns were sometimes
thicker (3/16") and over 2 feet in length. The darts
were fletched with down, tied to the dart by string
and spiraling down the shaft for up to 6". The point
of the dart was whittled very sharp. Along the
gulf coast and in the deep south some fletching

reed, 10 feet long
using arrows that
were slivers of a
white wood with
one end barbed
and the other
wrapped with

thistle down.
Mistippee
allowed

McKenney to
shoot his blow
gun and
McKenney reported he could launch a dart with
all the speed and accuracy of arifle ball. He also
wrote that Mistippee could snuff out a candle 4
out of 5 triesand could bring down birdsin flight
with a single shot. There are written reports of
the blowgun being used to shoot hummingbirds for
use as ceremonial decorations.

The blowgun is still in use in isolated areas
of North America and extensively in Central and
South America today.

Second

continued from page 3

but two persons. In pursuing these they found awhite
dog, which they slew. They followed the two who
escaped, until they came again to the white path, and
saw the smoke of atown, and thought that this must be
the people they had so long been seeking. This is the
place where now the tribe of Palachucolas live, from
whom Tomochichi isdescended. (footnote: Tomochichi
was chief of the Yamacraw tribe, settled where
Savannah now stands when Oglethorpe established his
colony.)”

“The Cussitaws continued bloody-minded; but
the Palachucolas gave them black drink, asasign of
friendship, and said to them: *Our hearts are white,
and yours must be white, and you must lay down the
bloody tomahawk, and show your bodies as a proof
that they shall be white.” Nevertheless, they were
for the tomahawk; but the Palachucolas got it by per-
suasion, buried it under their beds. The Palachucolas
likewise gave them white feathers, and asked to have
achief in common. Since then they have alwayslived
together.”

“Some settled on one side of theriver, some on
the other. Those on one side are called Cussetaws,
those on the other, Cowetas; yet they are one people,

and the principal towns of the Upper and Lower
Creeks. Nevertheless, as the Cussetaws first saw the
red smoke and the red fire, and make bloody towns,
they cannot yet leave their red hearts, which are, how-
ever, white on one side and red on the other. They
now know that the white path was the best for them:
for, although Tomochichi was a stranger, they see he
has done them good; because he went to see the great
King with Esquire Oglethorpe, and hear histalk, and
had related it to them, and they had listened to it, and
believed it.” THUS ENDS CHIKILLI's Narrative.

There are a few more brief narrations concern-
ing the origin and these will be related in the next
issue. Mvto.
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In November 2004, the people of the state of Oklahomaexpressed their opinionsand
voices by exercisng their right to vote. There were many important issues on the ballot
which had a direct impact on the Native American people of Oklahoma One of the
questions that was voted on which will effect tribes tremendoudy was SQ 712. The
question passed by about 60 percent but do votersknow what dl the state question entalls,
whet it redly means and what happens now?

When important issues are voted on thereis dwaystwo sdesto the sory. In order to
better servethe public, we have broken down theissue of SQ 712 into atwo part ssgment
- prosand cons. Inthismonth’sissuewewill beexamining the proswith theconstofollow
in next month'sissue. Thiswill adlow you, the Creek Citizen to have aclearer ideaof just
what the passage of SQ 712 meansto you.

Q 712, dso known asthe Education and Jobs Referendum, is a meesure that enacts
the State-Tribal Gaming Act. TheAct containsaModd Triba Gaming Compact offered
to federdly recognized Indian Tribes. The compact term is 15 years with autométic re-
newa for additiona successveterms. If at least 4 tribes enter into the compact, it will not
only dlow more gaming to tribes but it will dlow the racetracks of the Sate to operate
gaming.

What thismeans. Indian tribesthat agreeto the compact can use new types of gaming
machines which will be used for gambling. The compact will dlow those tribes who
sgned to offer card games such as video poker, blackjack and tournament-style card
games as well as other non-house backed card games and dectronic bingo games thet
work morelike Las Vegas dot machines. Whereasthe Act limitsthe number of gaming
meachinesracetracks can useto 3typesof new games, theAct doesnot limit the number of
machinesthat Native American tribes can use.

The compeact is designed to have a least 4 tribes enter into it. However, once atribe
sgnsit, themode gaming compact becomeseffective. Therequirement of having4tribes
sgnisspecifictoracetracks. Asof today, 4 tribeshavedready signed and thebill isnow

INSIDE STATE QUESTION 712: WHAT DOES IT REALLY MEAN?

in Washington, D.C. awaiting thesignature of the Secretary of Interior.

Thenew law isexpectedto bring 10,000 new eectronic gamesto thestate. Only four Sates
would have more machines- Nevada, New Jersey, Mississippi and Cdifornia. With the addi-
tion of so many games, the number of employeeseach casino hireswill increase drametically.
Theaddition of so many jobswill not only benefit thetribesbut will provetobeahugestepin
lowering the unemployment rate for the entire state and increasing not only the economic
development of the people but the overal welfare of tribes. A number of tribes who have
aready signed the compect, have dready begantoingtall the new machinesinto their casinos
and have dready begun hiring more people.

In regards to education, the new law is estimated to bring in $71 million per year in new
revenuesfor educationin Oklahoma A tota of 88% of therevenueswill bedistributedtolocal
schoolson aper sudent basis. The other 12% will provide college scholarshipsfor Oklahoma
students. Based on Morgan Quito’sranking for state education, Oklahomarates 40 out of 50
datesacademicaly. Based onNationaly EducationAssociation'sfindings, inregardstoteachers
sdaries, Oklahoma ranks 46 out of 50 in lowest wages for teachers. With these datidtica
findings, the entire stateisaffected. With the passage of SQ 712, not only the state but tribesas
well are hoping the increased revenue will assst in making amuch needed changein educa
tion. Our teacherswill cease to look out of state for jobs and will want to work within Okla
homa providing for our students. The anticipated income will be able to provide the essentia
meateria sstudentsrequire. Presently, thereare quiteanumber of teechersthat arehaving to pay
for materids needed for their classooms out of their own pockets.

Thereare many benefitsto the passage of SQ 712 such asanincreasein revenuefor tribes,
more jobs and more funding put into educationa system of Oklahoma but thereis dso the
“other sde’ tothestory. We hopetheinformation thet hasbeen provided hasshownthe proto
theside. In next month’sissue we will examinethe con sde. There are afew tribesleft who
have not signed, next month you will be able to see the reasons for those concerns and just
exactly why those few tribes il have not signed and the grounds for their positions.

Creek Nation Tulsa Casino proudly recognizes
2004 Employee and Supervisor of the Year

TULSA — A business is measured for success by many different factors.
One of the most overlooked yet most obvious determining contributors to
the success of a business are the employees. Creek Nation Tulsa Casino has
acknowledged the fact and is proud to recognize two outstanding employees
who have not only contributed to the achievements of the casino but more
importantly have gone above and beyond in customer service. The two re-
cipients for the award are 2004 Supervisor of the Year Ms. Judy Kious and
2004 Employee of the Year Ms. Sharry Barnes.

Judy Kious joined Creek Nation Tulsa Casino in 2001 and now serves as
Supervisor of Paper Inventory. Judy is agreat role model for her employees
and resource to her managers. She demonstrates great |eadership and resource-
fulness and is always willing to go the extra mile. Judy has served as,the
chairperson for the employee committee for the past three years, getting all
of the employees and upper management involved in the meetings and keep-
ing them updated. She has also worked very hard getting everything together
for employee events such as the Summer and Christmas parties.

Sharry Barnes joined Creek Nation Tulsa Casino in November 2003 work-
ing in the Electronic Games Department and was promoted to EG/Tech Su-
pervisor in September 2004. Sherry has proven to be a strong employee.
Sherry’s customer service is always friendly, upbeat and consistent. She is
on afirst name basis with many regular accountability, completing the tasks
in an effective and timely manner showing high work ethics.
Congratulation ladies, keep up the good work!

All gaming information must be submitted by the 7th of each month in order to
run in the next month’sissue.

National Indian Gaming Association EndorsesArtrain USA

The Nationd Indian Gaming Associaion (NIGA) announced its endorsement of Artrain
USA's nationd touring art exhibition Native Views: Influences of Modern Culture. The con-
temporary Native American exhibiton is touring coast to coast through December 2007 and
will reech over 100 communitiesnationwide Artrain USA iscurrently finishingits2004 schedule
with an eight-city Texastour.

Native Mews. Influences of Modern Culture displays more than 70 contemporary artworks
by 54 living Native American artists from over 45 Native American naions. Vistors to the
tourswill discover therichness, complexity and breadth of contemporary NativeAmerican art
while examining varying perpective on society and digpelling and confronting many stereo-
typesthat currently define Native Americans.

Artrain USA isanonprafit organization originating from Ann Arbor, MI. Itsmissonisto
enrich livesand build communitiesthrough the arts. Anart museum housed in vintagerail cars
thet travels via the nation’s railways, Artrain USA brings world class art exhibitions and art
education programs to communities and their resdents. Since its inception in 1971, it has
welcomed more than 2.9 million visitorsduring 730 stopsin 44 stetes.

For moreinformation about Artrain USA and to seeimagesfrom Native iewsvidt Artrain
USA'swebstea www.ArtranUSA .org or call 1-800-ART-1971.

Creek Nation TulsaCasino recognizes December 2004 Employeeof theMonth

TULSA — Deborah Barrett shows a personal interest in all of the employees,
helping them to better serve their departments and make them more efficient. She
also resolves conflicts on the floor and ensures our customers' visits are fun and
entertaining. Deborah goes above and beyond as a Manager on Duty, keeping late
hours, spending extratime to get the job done and see it through, as well as continu-
ally taking on new responsibilities. She has surpassed goals and objectives and has
shown tremendous amount of initiative over and over again helping out whenever
and wherever sheis needed. Deborah emphasizes to the Electronic Gaming employ-
eestheimportance of team building and having all departmentswork together. Thank
you Deborah for you hard work and commitment!
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OKMULGEE — The Smithsonian Institu-
tion, called the Nation's attic for collecting items
from American history, hasjust published the vol -
ume on Southeastern Indian as number 14 in its
Handbook of North American
Indians series of basic refer-
ence tools. In the volume on
page 750 is a photograph of
unique shofar horns used at
Prairie Springs and at Hvtce
Cvpv churches.

Ruth Trocalli, the photo-
graph researcher at the
Smithsonian contacted Blue
Clark at Oklahoma City Uni-
versity. She requested his
help in obtaining photographs
toillustrate the volume. Hein turn, contacted his
aunt, Mary Betsey Gooden and the late George
Bunny for guidance in finding the items. Ted
Isham at the Creek Council House Museum |ed
him to Alfred Berryhill. The latter put himin touch
with Rusty Powell.

On October 11, 2002, Clark, Isham and
Powell met Myron Fixicio and traveled to Prai-

A fixture in Native American churches, Shofar or ram’s horn, published in Smithsonian’s handbook

rie Springs Indian Baptist Church where Fixico is
a deacon. There they photographed the cast iron
axle wheel housing horn. All of them turned around
and went to Hvtce Cvpv Indian Baptist Church
where John Micco hosted them
as they photographed the ma-
rine shell horn that church
member Barton Looney has
used.

Individuals used the sho-
far or ram's horn in ancient
times to announce events, to
call for aid in wartime, and to
proclaim crises. A variety of
horns, such as the wakv-yvpe,
cow horn, have been used for
a long time among creeks. They are now mostly
metal and are used to summon worshippers for
services. Curator |sham added the photographs to
the museum's collections. Clark expresses his
Mvto Rakke, (big thanks) to the members of the
churches for sharing their knowledge and permit-
ting the photographs he hopes future generations
of readers |learn from them the material provided
to the Smithsonian.

Creek Council Houseisoffering cultural classes

OKMULGEE — The 2004 Council House be-
gan their Fall Arts program they offered leather work-
ing class for adults on Friday evening December 10
and all day Saturday December 11 at the Creek Coun-
cil House Museum. The turnout was with ten partici-
pants on Friday and five participants on Saturday.

Thegoal wasto train teacherswho will bewilling
to pass on these skillsto the next generation. To achieve
thisgoal, Jay McGirt will teach the students, in ahands-
on traditional method, the intricate art of Mvskoke
|eatherwork.

McGirt isaSeminole-Creek textile artist who has

researched and created traditional clothing for over
twenty years. He has served three internships with the
Smithsonian Institution studying traditional Southeast-
ern clothing and his work can be seen in their collec-
tions, aswell as many other world renown museums.

This program is offered to the community by the
Creek Council House Museum and Creek Nation's
Office of Cultural and Preservation, and is sponsored
in part by funding form the Oklahoma Endowment for
the Arts.

Another class taught by McGirt is scheduled for
late January and early February. This class he will be

teaching Pucker toe Moccasins, Creek style. McGirt's
classes are popular and fill up quickly thisclassis al-
most to capacity, a few limited spaces are available
now. Thereisno charge to attend but classsizeislim-
ited, so please call to reserve your space.

The classes will be at the Creek Council House
and participants are asked to bring something for the
potluck lunch. Again, call and reserve a spot quickly
we have twelve signed up from a previous class that
was cancelled, we have room for eight or nine people.
Contact Ted Isham at the Creek Council House (918)
756-2324.
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Falls Creek, a place where thousands of people come together

DAVIS — J.B. Rounds and W.D. Moore
founded Falls Creek in 1917, which sits atop
Arbuckle Mountains in the rustic wilderness of
southern Oklahoma.

They first viewed the Falls Creek property
in aphotograph on a barber shop wall. They were
immediately attracted to the 160 acre parcel and
agreed it was the place for the annual Summer
meetings of the Baptist Young People’s Union.

One early report indicates that 273 people
registered for the first assembly. Since 1917, over
1.8 million people have walked the grounds. The
summer of 2003 witnessed 43,685 campers at
Falls Creek. More missionaries have experi-
enced their call to alifetime of service at Falls
Creek than at any other place on the face of the
earth.

Falls Creek is a place where thousands of
people, young and old, come together to hear
God’'s Word proclaimed and to respond to the
Holy Spirit’s call to salvation.

Falls Creek receives no cooperative pro-
gram funds for its maintenance and operation.
All of the funds are received through registra-
tion fees and rentals, concessions, grocery, caf-
eteria, gift shop, offerings and endowment earn-
ings.

Master plans for the improvement and re-
placement of deteriorating facilities at Falls
Creek are in
place. The plans
are called For [%
the Sake of the
Call and Save-a-
Seat Campaign.
The campaigns
are a special
fund raising ef-
fort to secure fi-
nancial gifts to
help with construction and upgrades of Falls
Creek.

The first priority of the campaign will be
the tabernacle. It will be expanded for increased
seating capacity on several occasions, there has
been no major renovation project undertaken on
the tabernacle sinceits construction in 1929. Dur-
ing the summer months, temperatures often ex-
ceed 100 degrees. In the fall and winter months,
temperatures become cold for meetings in the
open-air tabernacle and is closed. The plan isto
raise $16.6 million for the tabernacle.

The 73-year old open-air tabernacle will be
replaced with an enclosed climate controlled wor-
ship center. While the new 109,000 square foot
facility will accommodate 7,056 and will be handi-
cap accessible, it can also be configured to ac-

An artist rendering of the new Tabernacle.

commodate smaller sized crowds, depending on
the type of meeting. State of the art audio/video
and broadcast technology will enhance the Falls
Creek experience.

The second priority is, a two-story, 43,000
square foot conference

in the new tabernacle. For your family, in honor
or in memory of grandparents or parents who
helped you grow into the person you are today,
recognized that new grandbaby who one day will
walk the dusty streets of Falls Creek and sit in

“his/her seat” in the

and training complex
adjacent to the taber-
nacle will provide an
attractive environment
and functional space
for other types of meet-
ings during the year,
which are now limited
in their use of Falls
Creek. The approxi-
mate cost for the this
construction is $1.65
million and will alsoin-
clude the relocation of
the swimming pool).
The third is the

new tabernacle, sur-
prise the love of your
life by inscribing the
date you were married,
let tens of thousands
know the date you be-
came a Christian, or
honor the memory of
one who gave his or
her life to defend the
liberty we enjoy. For
you church, in recogni-
tion of that special an-
niversary or milestone,
in honor or in memory
of that faithful pastor

construction of a sec-

ond entrance, the building of new roads and the
widening of existing streetswill improve the flow
of traffic and assure the safety of campers. New
parking lotswill provide 400 additional spacesfor
buses and vans. The approximate cost for this
project will be $4.7 million.

All donations go toward building
costs and improvements to Falls Creek.
Another way that you can help is the
Save-a-Seat Campaign.

Remember those hot summer nights
in the open-air tabernacle at Falls
Creek? As you sat there you couldn’t
help but notice the thousands of names
scrawled on the old wooden benches.
Then, you fought the urge to inscribe
your own name. You thought it's alittle
late for anyone to be upset, so you did it. Since
1917, countless numbers have written their names
on the benches and into the history of Falls Creek.
During that time almost 200,000 decisions for
Christ have been made while sitting in those seats.

Through the Falls Creek Save-A-Seat Cam-
paign you can once again, or maybe for the first
time, inscribe your name into the history of Falls
Creek by purchasing a seat in the new tabernacle.

The deadline to purchase a seat was Decem-
ber 31st. They have 7,000 seats in the tabernacle
with 3,000 seats sold. In the last month they have
received over $900. There are still seats avail-
able.

Thereis still time to ‘ Save-a-Seat’ because
the deadline has been extended until March 31,
2005. For each $500 gift, you can inscribe a seat

who served, not just
your church, but also the entire community, rec-
ognize the Sunday school teacher, youth minister
or music leader who poured his or her life into
yours or honor the couple that was always there
to help, never asking for anything in return.

A $20 deposit will “hold” your seat whileyou
give the balance over a 24-month period of $20
per month. The inscription details are four lines
with 25 characters per line with space and punc-
tuation included.

You may order on-line at
www.FallsCreekSeats.org, by phone at 1-800-
690-6933 or you may cut out the order form be-
low. Payment options are as follows: check/
money order (on the memo line please write:
“Save-a-Seat”); credit card; or automatic bank
draft.

If you do not wish to “ Save-a-Seat” but want
to help in a different way you may donate any
monetary gift and have a donor name plate on
the wall of the foyer in the new tabernacle.

o

Address:

Mail completed form to:

Falls Creek Save-a-Seat Campaign
BGCO

3800 N. May Avenue

|
|
|
1 Phone:
|
|
|
|
| Oklahoma City, OK 73112

e L L L
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Muscogee National Council overview

OKMULGEE — Thefollowing consists of actions
of the Muscogee (Creek) National Council con-
ducted at the October 30, quarterly session.

October 30, Quarterly session

Absent were: Nancy Watson, Okfuskee Dis-
trict; Sandra Golden, Okfuskee District; Shirlene
Ade, Tukvpvtce District; Larry Bible, Tulsa Dis-
trict; Ronald Cleghorn, Tulsa District;

Speaker Thomas Yahola, Tukvpvtce District,
conducted the meeting and did not vote.

Veto message:

* veto (20-0-0) NCA 04-132, authorizing aspe-
cial appropriation to the Muscogee (Creek) Nation
Tribal Trade and Commerce Authority for the reno-
vation of the Cromwell Travel Plaza;

In order of business the Council:

* approved (20-0-0) TR 04-119, supporting the
juvenile delinquency prevention and services project
proposed by Children and Family Services Admin-
istration in its application for FY 2004 Tribal Youth
program funding from the office of juvenile justice
and delinquency prevention, Office of Justice pro-
grams, U.S. Department of Justice;

voting yes by district: George Tiger, Creek
District; Duke Harjo, Creek District; Roger Bar-
nett, Creek District; Tom Pickering, Mclntosh Dis-
trict; Anthony Notaro, Mclntosh District; Thomas
Mclntosh, Mclntosh District; Sandra Parish,
Muskogee District; Sue Johnson, Muskogee Dis-
trict; LenaWind, Okfuskee District; Robert Jones,
Okmulgee District; Keeper Johnson, Okmulgee
District; Billy Chalakee, Okmulgee; RitaWilliams,
Okmulgee District; David Nichols, Okmulgee Dis-
trict; Lola Fields, Tukvpvtce District; Cherrah
Quiett, TulsaDistrict; Robert Hufft, TulsaDistrict;
Jesse Kelley, Tulsa District; Richard Berryhill,
Wagoner District; Bar bara Gillespie, Wagoner Dis-
trict;

* approved (20-0-0) TR 04-121, approving the
selection of contractors and authorizing the Princi-
pal Chief on behalf of the Housing Division to ex-
ecute the contracts for rehabilitation repair work;

* approved (19-0-1) NCA 04-164, authorizing
a special appropriation to teach the Creek language
to twenty-four (24) Muscogee (Creek) chartered
communities;

abstain were: Gillespie, Wagoner District;

* approved (14-5-1) NCA 04-169, authorizing
a special appropriation for a Creek family in need
of financial assistance for legal fees associated with
the resolution of the cause of death of their daugh-
ter;

voting no were: Notaro, Mclntosh; S. Johnson,
Muskogee; Fields, Tukvpvtce; Berryhill, Wagoner;
Gillespie, Wagoner;

abstain were: Quiett, Tulsa;

* approved (19-1-0) NCA 04-173, authorizing
aspecial appropriation to GSA to purchasethree (3)
electric power plants and four (4) water buffaloes;

voting no were: Berryhill, Wagoner;

 approved to return to committee (15-8-0)
NCA 04-177, amending MCNCA Title 21, §4-103,
B., to add new two new subsections pertaining to

specific authority, powers and responsibilitiesto the
gaming operations authority board;

voting no were: Tiger, Creek; Barnett, Creek;
Parish, Muskogee; Chalakee, Okmulgee; Williams,
Okmulges;

« approved (20-0-0) NCA 04-187, allowing the
workforce investment act/comprehensive service
program to modify their budget above the 10% al-
lowable limit in order to close out the remaining
funds for program year 2003;

eapproved (17-3-0) NCA 04-188, amending
NCA 04-131, (a law of the Muscogee (Creek) Na-
tion amending title 16, chapter four of the code of
laws of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation and amending
and repealing certain laws to reorgani ze the existing
structure of lighthorse police);

voting no were: Harjo, Creek; Wind, Okfus-
kee; Fields, Tukvpvtce;

eapproved (19-0-1) NCA 04-189, authorizing a
specia appropriation for payment of medical ex-
penses for a disabled Muscogee (Creek) citizens

abstain were: Quiett, Tulsa District;

eapproved (13-7-0) NCA 04-192, appropriating
funds for the construction of a new Muscogee
(Creek) Nation Okmulgee head start building,

voting no were: Harjo, Creek; Notaro, Mcln-
tosh; M clntosh, Mclntosh; Fields, Tukvpvtce; Qui-
ett, Tulsa; Kelley, Tulsa; Gillespie, Wagoner;

eapproved (20-0-0) NCA 04-193, authorizing a
special appropriation to the little cussetah method-
ist church to replace the existing heating/air condi-
tioning unit with a new replacement unit,

eapproved (11-9-0) NCA 04-195, amending
MCNCA title 21, 84-103, E., entitled “meeting of
the board; open meeting requirements’

voting nowere: Tiger, Creek; Pickering, Mcln-
tosh; Mclntosh, Mclntosh; K. Johnson, Okmulges;
Nichols, Okmulgee; Quiett, Tulsa; Hufft, Tulsa;
Kelley, Tulsa; Berryhill, Wagoner;

eapproved (20-0-0) NCA 04-196, authorize an
appropriation to the Muscogee (Creek) Nation divi-
sion of health administration, diabetes prevention
program for the 2004-2005 school diabetes program
“move it and prevent diabetes”

eapproved (16-4-0) NCA 04-197, authorizing a
special appropriation to the Euchee language pres-
ervation project for the development of new teach-
ing toolsto aid in the preservation of the euchee lan-
guage and related cultural information

voting no were: Parish, Muskogee; S. Johnson,
Muskogee; Berryhill, Wagoner; Gillespie, Wagoner;

eapproved (19-1-0) NCA 04-198, amending
MCNCA Title 19, §11-106, A., Entitled;

voting no were: K. Johnson, Okmulges;

e approved (19-0-1) NCA 04-199, repealing
NCA 04-182 (alaw of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation
creating the office of the internal auditor within the
executive branch of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation
and codifying said law in Title 37 of the Muscogee
(Creek) Nation code annotated);

representatives Pickering and K. Johnson
were out of seat at time of casting of vote;

« approved (17-1-0) NCA 04-201, authorizing
a special appropriation to the Muscogee (Creek)

Nation Tribal Trade and Commerce Authority for the
care of buffalo donated to the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation;

voting no were: Fields, Tukvpvtce;

representative Pickering were out of seat at
time of casting of vote;

« approved (19-0-0) NCA 04-202, authorizing
a specia appropriation to the Creek Chapel Indian
Methodist Church.

November 9th, Extraordinary session

Absent were: David Nichols, Okmulgee Dis-
trict; Cherrah Quiett, Tulsa District

Speaker Thomas Yahola, Tukvpvtce District,
conducted the meeting and did not vote.

In order of business the Council:

eapproved to remove from Standing Commit-
tee (14-9-0) TR 04-113, Approving the business plan
of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation tribal trade and com-
merce authority for agricultural services

voting yeswere: George Tiger, Creek District;
DukeHarjo, Creek District; Roger Barnett, Creek
District; Anthony Notaro, MclIntosh District; Tho-
mas M cl ntosh, Mclntosh District; Sandra Parish,
Muskogee District; Nancy Watson, Okfuskee Dis-
trict; Lena Wind, Okfuskee District; Sandra
Golden, Okfuskee District; Robert Jones,
Okmulgee District; Billy Chalakee, Okmulgee Dis-
trict; Rita Williams, Okmulgee District; Jesse
Kelley, TulsaDistrict; Richard Berryhill, TulsaDis-
trict;

eapproved to remove from standing committee
(18-5-0) TR 04-123, authorizing the Principal Chief
to a “abbreviated standard form of agreement be-
tween owner and architect” and a “ standard form of
agreement between owner and contractor where the
basis of payment is a stipulated sum” for renova-
tions and sprung building addition to Creek Nation
Tulsa Casino,

voting no were: Pickering, Mclntosh; S.
Johnson, Muskogee; K. Johnson, Okmulgee;
Fields, Tukvpvtce; Gillespie, Wagoner;

«failed to remove from standing committee (13-
10-0) NCA 04-003, declaring no confidence in
Montie Deer to serve in the capacity of attorney
general and requesting his resignation,

voting no were: Pickering, Mclntosh; Notar o,
Mclntosh; M clntosh, Mclntosh S. Johnson, Musko-
gee; K. Johnson, Okmulgee; Fields, Tukvpvtce;
Bible, Tulsa; Kelley, Tulsa; Berryhill, Wagoner;
Gillespie, Wagoner;

Representative Quiett arrived before vote count
was taken.

« failed to remove from standing committee (16-
8-0) NCA 04-176, amending MCNCA title 1, Chap-
ter 1 and title 37, §2-210 to allow the Muscogee
(Creek) Nation Tribal Trade & Commerce authority
to manage agricultural projectson the nation’s prop-
erty;

voting no were: Barnett, Creek; Pickering,
Mclntosh; S. Johnson, Muskogee; Wind, Okfuskee;
Ade, Tukvpvtce; Fields, Tukvpvtce; Cleghorn,
Tulsa; and Gillespie, Wagoner;

please see COUNCIL..., page 13
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Council

continued from page 12

« gpproved to remove from committee, (24-0-0) NCA 04-205, repeding
TR 04-031 (atribal resolution of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation repealing
TR 03-094 and confirming the nomination of VictoriaLeeto serve asthe
Director for the Division of Hedth Administration;

« gpproved to remove from committee, (24-0-0) NCA 04-209,
amending NCA 03-242 (alaw of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation gppropri-
ating fundsfor the purchase, congtruction, and erection of asprung build-
ing that will be constructed and built as an addition to the Creek Nation
TulsaCasinoto provideextrafloor spacefor additiona electronic gaming
machines) to properly reflect thetota renovation project a Creek Nation
TulsaCasino;

« gpproved to remove from committee (16-2-6) NCA 04-212,
amending NCA 03-242 (alaw of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation gppropri-
ating funds for the purchase, constructed and built as an addition to the
Creek Nation Tulsa Casino to provide extra floor space for additiond
eectronicgaming machines) to properly reflect thetota renovation project
a Creek Nation TulsaCasino;

voting no were: Bar nett, Creek; Berryhill, Wagoner;

abstain were: Parish, Muskogee, Watson, Okfuskee; Golden,
Okfuskee; Williams, Okmulgee; Fields, Tukvpvtce Quiett, Tulsy,

representative Nichols arrived before vote count was taken;

« gpproved to return to committee (25-0-0) TR 04-123, authoriz-
ingthePrincipa Chief to executean abbreviated standard form of agree-
ment between owner and architect” and a“standard form of agreement
between owner and contractor where the basis of payment isatipulated
sum” for renovations and sprung building addition to Creek Nation Tulsa
Cadno;

« gpproved toreturnto committee (25-0-0) NCA 04-205, repedling
TR 04-031 (atribal resolution of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation repeding
TR 03-094 and confirming the nomination of VictoriaLeeto serve asthe
director for the Division of Hedth Administration;

* gpproved to return to committee (25-0-0) NCA 04-209, amend-
ing NCA 03-242 (alaw of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation appropriating
fundsfor the purchase, congtruction, and erection of asprung build

«gpproved (24-1-0) NCA 04-206, authorizing asupplementd gp-
propriation to the veterans affairs office for the remainder of fiscal year
2005,

abstain were: Golden, Okfuskes;

* gpproved (21-4-0) NCA 04-207, authorizing a speciad appro-
prigtion to the town of Dustin to replace equipment and supplies;

voting no were: Parish, Muskogee; S. Johnson, Okmulgeg;
Watson, Okfuskee; Golden, Okfuskee;

« gpproved (17-8-0) NCA 04-208, authorizing aspecia appropria-
tion to the Moss public school for a multipurpose facility;

voting no were: Harjo, Creek; Parish, Muskogee; S. Johnson,
Muskogee; Watson, Okfuskee; Golden, Okfuskee; K. Johnson,
Okmulgee; Hufft, Tulsa; Gillespie, Wagoner;

« goproved (24-1-0) NCA 04-210, amending MCNCA Title 37,
62-129, entitled “Murrow Indian Children’'sHome’;

voting nowere: Golden, Okfuskee;

« gpproved (24-1-0) NCA 04-211, authorizing aspeciad appropria-
tion to the 24 Muscogee (Creek) Chartered Communities subsection per-
taining to specific authority, powers and responsihilities to the gaming
operations authority board,

votingnowere: Tiger, Creek; Bar nett, Creek; Parish, Muskogee;
Watson, Okfuskee; Golden, Okfuskee; Chalakee, Okmulgee; Williams,
Okmulgee; Ade, Tukvpvtee; Cleghorn, Tulsa; Hufft, Tulsa; Berryhill,
Wagoner; that will be constructed and built as an addition to the Creek
Nation TulsaCasino to provideextrafloor spacefor addition to the Creek
Nation TulsaCasino to provide extrafl oor space for additional eectronic
gaming machines) to properly reflect thetotal renovation project at Creek
Nation TulsaCasino;

representative Cleghor n wasout of seet & time of casting of vote;

« goproved to go into executive session (15-10-0) NCR 04-003,
declaring no confidencein Montie Deer to servein the capecity of attor-
ney generd and requesting hisresignation;

voting no were: Harjo, Creek; Pickering, Mclntosh; Notaro,
Mclntosh; Mclntosh, Mclntosh; Parish, Muskogee; K. Johnson,
Okmulgee; Nichols Okmulgee; Ade, Tukvpvtce; Fidds, Tukvpvtee; and
Keley, Tulsa

November 20, Regular session

Spesker ThomasYahola, Tukvpvtce District, conducted themeet-
ing and did not vote.

Veto Message:

«Veto (22-3-0) NCA 04-195, anending MCNCA Title 21, §4-103,
E., entitled “meetings of the board; open meetingsrequirements’

votingnowere: Harjo, Creek; S. Johnson, Muskogee; and Fields,
Tukvpvtce;

Inorder of businessthe Council:

« gpproved to move to the end of agenda (21-3-1) TR 04-113,
approving the business plan of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation tribdl trade
and commerceauthority for agricultural services

votingnowere: Harjo, Creek; Wind, Okfuskee; Ade, Tukvpvtee;

abstain were: Gillespie, Wagoner;

« gpproved (21-4-0) TR 04-117, authorizing the Muscogee Nation
business enterprise board to execute an atorney agreement between the
Muscogee Nation Business Enterprise Board and Barrow & Grimm, PC.

voting no were: Harjo, Creek; Wind, Okfuskee; Quiett, Tulsa;
Gillespie, Wagoner;

« gpproved (25-0-0) TR 04-124, authorizing the gaming operations
authority board to extend the attorney agreement between the Muscogee
(Creek) Nation Gaming OperationsAuthority Boardand Michadl Minnis
& Associates, PC.

~gpproved (17-8-0) TR 04-131, authorizing the Principa Chief to
executeacontract for the purchase of land in Mclntosh County, Oklahoma
for the purpose of congtructing a hedlth facility/senior assstant living
center

voting no were: Pickering, Mclntosh; Notar o, Mclntosh; Mcln-
tosh, Mclntosh K. Johnson, Okmulgee; Fidds, Tukvpvtee Keley, Tulsa;
Berryhill, Wagoner;

«gpproved (25-0-0) NCA 04-163, gppropriating fundsfor the pur-
chase of ten (10) acresof land known asthe overman property in Eufaula,
Oklahomafor the purpose of housing and/or new health clinic,

«gpproved to return to committee (17-8-0) NCA 04-165, authoriz-
ing aspecia gppropriation to American Red Crossfor the continuance of
servicesin Okmulgee and Okfuskee counties,

voting no were: Barnett, Creek; Jones, Okmulgee; Chalakes,
Okmulgee; Williams Okmulgee; Nichols, Okmulgee; Bible, Tulsa; Cleg-
horn, Tulsz; Keley, Tulsa;

«gpproved to be moved to end of agenda (25-0-0) NCA 04-176,
amending MCNCA title 1, chapter 1 and title 37, §2-210 to dlow the
Muscogee (Creek) Nation triba trade & commerce authority to manage
agricultura projects on the nations's property,

«gpproved to postpone action (14-11-0) NCA 04-177, amending
MCNCA Title21, §4-103, B., to add new two new subsection pertaining
to specific authority, powers and responsibilitiesto the gaming operations
authority board,

votingnowere: Tiger, Creek; Bar nett, Creek; Parish, Muskogee;
Watson, Okfuskee; Golden, Okfuskee; Chalakee, Okmulgee; Williams,
Okmulgee; Ade, Tukvpvtee Cleghorn, Tulsa; Hufft, Tulss; Berryhill,
Wegoner;
«gpproved (24-1-0) NCA 04-206, athorizing a supplementa ap-
proprigtion to the veterans affairs office for the remainder of fiscal year
2005,

abstainwere: Golden, Okfuskes;

« gpproved (21-4-0) NCA 04-207, authorizing aspecia appropria-
tion to the town of Dustin to replace equipment and supplies;

voting no were: Parish, Muskogee; S. Johnson, Okmulgeg;
Watson, Okfuskee; Golden, Okfuskee;

« gpproved (17-8-0) NCA 04-208, authorizing a specid gppro-
priation to the Moss public school for amultipurpose fecility;

voting no were: Harjo, Creek; Parish, Muskogee; S Johnson,
Muskogee; Watson, Okfuskee; Golden, Okfuskee; K. Johnson,
Okmulgee; Hufft, Tulsa, Gillespie, Wagoner;

« gpproved (24-1-0) NCA 04-210, amending MCNCA Title 37,
62-129, entitled “Murrow Indian Children’'sHome’;

voting nowere: Golden, Okfuskee;

« gpproved (24-1-0) NCA 04-211, authorizing a specid gppro-
priation to the 24 Muscogee (Creek) Chartered Communities for the
purpose of enhancing and enriching the 2004 Christmas activities for
citizens;

voting nowere: Golden, Okfuskee;

« died onthefloor (25-0-0) NCA 04-212, anending NCA 03-242
(alaw of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation appropriating funds for the
purchase, congtruction, and erection of a sprung building that will be
congtructed and built as an addition to the Creek Nation TulsaCasino to
provide extra floor space for additiona electronic gaming machines) to
properly reflect the total renovation project a Creek Nation Tulsa Ca
sno;

« goproved (25-0-0) NCA 04-213, authorizing athe expenditure
of the Office of Justice programsfiscal year 2004 Triba Youth program
award to the Muscogee (Creek) Nation Children and Family Services
Adminigtration;

« gpproved (25-0-0) NCA 04-214, authorizing a specid gppro-
priation for repairs and improvements to the property of an ederly
member of theMuscogee (Creek) Nation living outs dethe boundariesof
theMuscogee (Creek) Nationinthe Strang, Oklahomaares;

« gpproved asamended (25-0-0) NCA 04-220, authorizing aspe-
cid gppropriation to assst Muscogee (Creek) churches and ceremonia
groundsfor their Chrismascelebration;

« goproved (25-0-0) NCA 04-218, appropriating funds for first
year start-up costs associated with the Muscogee (Creek) Nation Okla-
homaTriba Universty;

« gpproved (21-3-1) TR 04-113, approving the business plan of
theMuscogee (Creek) Nation Triba Tradeand CommerceAuthority for
agricultural sarvices,

voting no were: Harjo, Creek; Wind, Okfuskee; and Ade,
Tukvpvtce;

abgtain were: Gillespie, Wagoner;

« gpproved (21-4--0) NCA 04-176, anending MCNCA Title 1,
chapter 1 and title 37, §2-210 to dlow the Muscogee (Creek) Nation
Tribal Trade & CommerceAuthority to manage agricultura projectson
the nation’s property;

votingnowere Harjo, Cresk; Wind, Okfuskee; Ade, Tukvpvtce;
and Gillespie, Wegoner.

November 22, Emergency sesson

Speaker Thomas Yahola, Tukvpvtce District, conducted the
meeting and did not vote.

absent were: Jones, Okmulgee; Ade, Tukvpvtce; Fields,
Tukvpvtce; Bible Tulsa; Quiett, Tulsa; Hufft, Tulsa; and K elley, Tulsa;

adiscusson on State Question 712 was conducted.

December 9, Emergency sesson

Speaker Thomas Yahola, Tukvpvtce District, conducted the
meeting and did not vote.

absentwere: Harjo, Creek; Notar o, Mclntosh; Wind, Okfuskee;
Golden, Okfuskee; Jones, Okmulgee; Ade, Tukvpvtce, Bible, Tulsy;
Quiett, Tulsa; Hufft, Tulsa; Kelley, Tuls;

Inorder of businessthe Council:

« gpproved as amended (15-0-0) NCA 04-232, amending NCA
04-220 (a law of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation authorizing a specia
gppropriationtoassist Muscogee (Creek) churchesand ceremonia grounds
for their Christmas celebration).
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Division of Health

TheMuscogee (Creek) Nation Divison of Hedthis
lookingfor qudifiedindividuasfor thefollowing positions:

Hedth Informetion Clerk:

Requirements: High School Diplomaor GED equiva:
lent is required. A minimum of one year relevant experi-
enceis preferred.

Secretary Reintegration Program:

Requirements Associatein Science Degreewithem-
phesis on Secretarid or Adminisirative Assstance is pre-
ferred. Or five years rdlevant work experience in office
management. Work experience in an office environment
with adult and / or juvenilelegd or socid servicesis pre-
ferred. Mugt possess a vaid Oklahoma Sate Driver's li-
censeand beinsurableisrequired.

Reintegration Program Coordinetor:

Reguirements A Bachelor’sDegreein Crimind Jus-
tice, Socid Services or rdlated field is preferred. A mini-
mum of 3yearsrelevant work experiencein parole super-
visonand counsding. Must possessavaid OklahomaState
Driver'slicenseand beinsurableisrequired.

LPN - Okmulgee:

Reguirements: Graduation from an accredited prac-
tical nursing curriculum isrequired. Oneyesar relevant ex-
perience as a member of a nursng team. Incumbent is
required to possess current licensure by the State of Okla
homafor Practical Nursing and current CPR certification.

Utilization Review/ QA Coordinator - CNCH:

Requirements A Bachdor'sDegreeinNursing (BS\)
received froman accredited school of professond nursing
is preferred. Candidates who have graduated from an
Asociate's Degree program or other program of at least
twoyearsinanurang curriculummay beconsdered. Three
yearsclinica experience with one year medica / surgical
nursing preferred. Must possesscurrent Stateof Oklahoma
Nursing License.

Radiology Technologist - Okemah:

Requirements: Completion of aforma radiological
program from an accredited college or hospital base pro-
gram. One year of relevant work experience in radiology
under thedirect supervision of aregistered radiology tech-
nologist. Completionof requirementsnecessary for becoming
ARRT cetified. CPR cetification and completion of an
accredited |V Thergpy courseis required.

Exercise Program Manager (2 Positions)

Sgpulpaand Eufaula

Requirements: A Bachelor's Degree in Exercise
Physiology, Physica Education (B.S. Ed), Hedth and Hu-
man Performance, Hedlth Promoation or related field. Two
years relevant experience in ardaed field. Must possess

current State Educator Licenseas gpplicable to education
qudification. Certification as a Diabetes Educator (CDE)
would benefit potentia incumbent, though not required. In-
cumbent must possessavalid OklahomaDriver'sLicense
and beinsurable.

Pharmacist - Okmulgee:

Reguirements: Incumbent must be a graduete of an
accredited college/ university of Pharmacy or is a Public
Hedth Service (PHS) Pharmacy Officer. One year of rd-
evant experience as a Pharmecist or PHS Pharmacy Of-
ficer. Incumbent isrequired to possessacurrent Oklahoma
State Board of Pharmacy license or current license as re-
quired by the PHS Commissioned Corporation.

Supervisory Accountant - General Ledger:

Reguirements: Bachelor's Degree in Accounting is
preferred. With a Bachelors Degree, two years of experi-
ence. Education requirement may be substituted with 10
years of relevant experience.

Accountant Finance:
Requirements: AnAssociate DegreeinAccountingis
required. Five years of related experience.

CEO- Divisgonof HedthAdministration:

Requirements: Academic training through the Mas-
terslevel inoneaf thepublic or alied hedlth sciences, Bus-
nessor Management fid ds, Substantial Experiencemanag-
ing public hedth programswhich encompasseswork inthe
following: direct hedth careactivities, Hospita/Ambul atory
Care, Preventative/Rehabilitation/Contact Hedlth services.
Inaddition, candidetesmust dearly show demondrated ability
to work with hedlth care professond organizations a the
Stateor Nationd level. Evidenceof an extensiveamount of
professiond devel opment and accomplishmentsasevidenced
by promoations, career broadening assignments, demongtrated
ability inpublicand professiond presentations, activepartici-
pation in professond organizations recipient of awvard of
honorsfrom nationaly recognized organizationsfor excel-
lenceand/ or outstanding contributionsto thefield.

CHR Generdligt:

Requirements: High School Diplomaor GED equiva
lency isrequired. Oneyeer reevant experience. Incumbent
must possessavalid Oklahoma Sate Driver’s Licenseand
beinsurable Thispositionrequirestheemployestomaintain
aresdential tdephone. Resdencein or near HughesCounty
ishighly desirable

Staff Dentist - Sgpul pa:

Reguirements. A DDSor DMD from adenta school
accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditationand
acetificatefrom an accredited Generd Practice Resdency
program. Or aDDS or DMD from adenta school accred-
ited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation. Licensure
or ahility to belicensed to practice dentisiry in astete, terri-
tory, or commonwedth of the United Sates, or inthe Dis-

trict of Columbia Oneyear of relevant experiencein addi-
tion to experience gained through an accredited residency
program or threeyears of relevant experience without cer-
tificationfrom an accredited res dency programasstatedin
educationd requirements.

Van Driver, 3 positionsopen, Pat Time

Weleetka, Okemah, Muskogee

High School Diplomaor GED equivaentisrequired.
Incumbent must possess a current food handler’s permit.
An excellent driving record is required. Vaid Oklahoma
Sate Driver's License and beinsurable.

Chief Financid Officer:

Requirements A Bachelor’sDegreein BusnessAd-
minigtration, Finance, Accounting, or ardated fidd and a
minimum of four years of progressive experience in the
direction of a hedlth services or governmenta finance de-
patment is required. A Master's Degree in BusnessAd-
minisiration of a current State of Oklahoma CPA certifi-
cae s preferred.

Interviewer Consultant - Tobacco Prevention:

Reguirements: High School diplomaor GED equiver
lent isrequired. Associated Degreein Public Hedlth or So-
cid Science or related fidd is preferred. One yeer of rel-
evant work experienceisrequired.

LPN - Okmulgee (Temporary):

Requirements: Graduation from an accredited prac-
tical nursing curriculum isrequired. Oneyear relevant ex-
perience as a member of a nurang team. Incumbent is
required to possess current licensure by the State of Okla-
homafor Practical Nursing, and current CPR certification.

Public Hedlth Nurse- Okmulgee:

Requirements: Incumbent must be a graduate of an
accredited professiond school of nursing. Twoyearsof rel-
evantwork experienceinthefield of PublicHedlth. Incum-
bent isreguired to possess current licensure by the State of
Oklahoma for Registered Nursing (prefer BSN), or Di-
ploma, or anAD nurse.

Pediatric Dentist - Okmulgee:
Requirements Must be digible for Pediatric Licen-
surein the State of Oklahoma

For Further information please contact Personnel
Sarvicesat (918) 756-4333 Ext 271.

JOB ADVERTISEMENTS: The MNN is accepting
job advertisements to run in the newspaper. If you or
your company would like to advertise any openings,
please contact call 732-7637 for information on rates or
to place your ad.
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Muscogee Nation Business Enterprise successfully
completesassult landing zonefor United StatesAir Force

ALTUS-Muscogee Nation Business Enterprise
(MNBE) Construction Division recently passed final
inspection by AltusAir Force Base Personnel for the
Assault Landing Zone (ALZ) at AltusAir Force Base.
According to Michael Nalley, Director, “ The Assault
Landing Zone projectisa

the outside runway by January 10, 2005 and theinside
runway by January 25, 2005. MNBE is honored that
the Air Force had the confidence in our ability to suc-

cessfully perform this contract.”
Thisproject wasahigher risk project than projects
completed prior tothe

high priority for the United
States Airforce. It is one
of only threelanding strips
inthe United Stateswhere
the Air Force trains C-17
Pilots to land and takeoff
on 3500 foot runways.
The Air Force is once
again using the ALZ for
training.”

The C-17 iscapable
of rapid strategic delivery
of troops and all types of
cargo to main operating
bases or directly to for-
ward basesin the deployment area. The design of the
aircraft allowsit to operate through small, austereair-
fields. The C-17 can take off and land on runways as
short as 3,000 feet and only 90 feet wide.

“1 want to commend our Construction Services
Altus Team and our subcontractors for a project well
done,” said Nalley. “Our contract required the ALZ
to be completed by January 6, 2005 and we compl eted
it two weeks ahead of schedule. We will now finish

Subcontractor Patton Construction milling ALZ runway

ALZ project. Thefol-
lowingisalist MNBE
employeeswho arein-
volved in this project.
Woody Anderson, who
now serves as the
Manager of sales and
Marketing and Special
Projects, was critical
to the early project
management and op-
erationssuccessof the
Altus AFB SABER
contract. Steve
Bighorse, Osage, Con-
struction Services Operations Manager, now isrespon-
siblefor estimating and negotiating thisand most con-
tracts on the Altus AFB SABER contract. He is in-
volved with Altus on adaily basis insuring that certi-
fied payrolls are submitted, preparing contract docu-
mentsfor subcontractors, and providing oversight form
MNBE headquarters. Justin Barnett (Muscogee),
MNBE Project Manager, has supervised the ALZ
project from the start. He has performed an outstand-

ingjob ensuring that subcontractors are meeting dead-
lines, working with various officialsat AltusAFB and
providing the customer with a successful completed
project. Rob Walenta, Project Manager for the Altus
Saber Contract, has provided the on-site administra-
tive support and is the contact person at the base.
Rob isalso responsible for the other projects MNBE
has under contract at AltusAFB. Robert Dein, Qual-
ity Control, has been in charge of insuring that all
quality standards are met as per the contract. Last
but not least is the administrative support staff at
MNBE Headquarters. Lisa Dunn, Muscogee, Ac-
counting Manager, Deanna Igney Muscogee, Con-
tracts and Tina Hamm, Muscogee, Accounting, pro-
videall the administrative support to this project. Their
responsi bilitiesinclude preparation of payroll, certi-
fied payroll records, contract support and much more.
“All of MNBE's staff have performed as ateam and
arecritical tothe successof our relationshipwith Altus
AFB,” said Nalley.

MNBE is also working on severa contracts at
the same time. “We have several contracts that have
started recently,” said Bighorse. “Tom Harjo
(Muscogee), MNBE Superintendent, is in charge of
supervising all of the projectsoutside of theALZ and
he has done an outstanding job.”

MNBE hasa66 month Saber contract withAltus
Air Force Base that started in September 2003 and
will end in June 2005.

Gh2 GrallaArchitects, LL C extend welcome to Muscogee citizens

TULSA—GH2GrdlaArchitectswouldliketowe -

A resumeor | etter of interest should berecaived by the

come applicants form the firmby March 15for consderation.
Muscogee (Creek) Nation. Interviews are normally conducted
Gh2 GralaArchitects, LLC duringthemonthsof Marchand April
offers a limited number of withsuccessful candidatesnotified by
summer internships for col- April 15, 2005.
legestudentsenrdlledinanac- Thisprogramissponsored by
credited professond degree Gh2 asapart of our commitment to
programinthefield of archi- professional developmentandtrain-
tecture or interior architec- ! ing of sudentsentering thearchitec-
ture. turd professon.

The summer program Gh2isa33year old architec-
offersabeagcintroductioninto E “ n‘ I—L n turefirmwith heedquartersin Tulsa
professond practice, andd- AHEHITEI:TE Thefirm'sinternationd practiceen-
lows participantsto gain ex- compassesseverd goecidty aressin

posure to awide variety of activities related to the firm's
current projects. Previous participants have been able to
participateindesignmestings visit project condructionsites,
and have extengive contact and interaction with Gh2 staff
members

cluding hospitdlity, equestrian, hedth care, and historic preser-
vation. If you are interested in the summer internship pro-
gramfor collegestudentsof thearchitecturefield pleasecon-
tact the Gh2 GallaArchitects office at (918) 587-6158. Of-
ficearelocated a 320 South Boston, Suite 1400, Tulsa

MDIC greets Ukrainevisitors

OKMULGEE — The Muscogee (Creek) Nation
Tradeand CommerceAuthority recently had visitorsfrom
Ukraine. Natdiay Tsvyashehenko and Victor Bolotstky,
were very impressed with the Muscogee (Creek) Nation
and asked questionsabout our languageand culture. They
were
very
i m -
pressed
withthe
tribe
pre-
serving
the lan-
guage.
Gifts of
painted
feath-
ers,
Muscogee Creek Samplers, Ceremonid music, andmore.
They dso toured the Cresk mound.

Ukraine visitors Nataliya Tsvyashehenko,
Victor Bolotsky, Vice Mayor and Roger
Thompson, Okemah Church of Christ
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“I have to give him credit,” said David. “He
always told me he could do it. I'm really
proud of him.”

Creek ball player success story continues to grow

by Gerald Wofford

In the year of 2000, a young Muscogee (Creek) athlete, by the name
of Ocfuske James King, was attending Sequoyah High School and playing base-
ball. His friends and family called him O.J. O.J. was a pitcher and quite tal-
ented at the position.

He really loved the sport he was involved in. He loved the order of the
game, itsrules and the general overall camaraderie that was evident in the sport
that is called, “America’s Pastime.”

The young athlete wanted to continue in his chosen sport and looked to
thenext level after high school. Hopefully, acollege might
just beinterested in investing a baseball scholarshipin a
young Native American hurler. Or perhaps, asisthe base-
ball norm, maybe a baseball scout representing a Major
L eague team might offer him atryout in the team’sfarm-
club system. Whatever the option, as long as it would
allow King to continue playing baseball. But it was still
late spring of hisHigh School senior year, soon the offers
would eventually begin to come. But there were none.

For some reason, O.J. was not gaining the attention
he deserved, in spite of a successful pitching year at Se-
quoyah. No offers to play baseball were placed on the
table, at least not yet.

It was now summer, the expectations of a letter,
phone call, or just aknock on the door were all gone. But
their was one glimmer of hope. The Creek ball player
had been selected to play in the Green Country All-Star
game in Warner.

Baseball coaches from nearby Connors State Col-
lege were in attendance. The two year educational sys-
tem pridesitself on looking and finding great talent. This
time, O.J. was given full attention. His performance in
the event was quite impressive. The coaches offered the
6’3, 215 Ib. athlete a full scholarship immediately after
the game. Now the ball player had a start, a place to
begin and hopes of going further.

0.J. made the most of his unique opportunity. He
went on to have strong seasons at the two-year institution and by now, others
were paying attention.

The University of Louisiana Northwestern came calling, and the pitcher
liked what the school had to offer, not only with its respectable baseball pro-
gram, but the school’s academic opportunities as well.

The school’s fight name is the Demons and the young athlete went right
to work helping the school produce a winning program. During his first year
there, the Demons went on to claim the Southland Conference Title. O.J's sea-
son record was an impressive eight wins with only one loss.

The success would continue the next year with the Creek pitching a

Muscogee (Creek) athlete Ocfuske James King

complete game while allowing only one hit. In another contest he would strike
out acareer high 15 batters. The strike out performance would become a school
record. The game was against arch-rival Lamar. For his performance, O.J. would
be named the Southland Conference Player of the Week. Demon Head Baseball
Coach Mitch Gaspand knew that he had landed a gem while watching the per-
formance back in Warner and commented specifically on his stellar outing against
Lamar. “0O.J. wastotally dominating today, hereally took us (team) on his shoul -
ders with his performance today,” said Gaspand.

Not only was O.J.’sindividual performance brilliant,
but the team was performing on the same level. For a
special time during that spring, the Demons held the
Nation’slongest winning streak, 16.

During the consecutive numbersin the win column,
the Demons even beat the likes of the University of Min-
nesota. The Golden Gophers were the defending Big 10
Champions. For thefirst timein Demon baseball history,
the team was ranked 23rd nationally by the Collegiate
Baseball Writers Association (CBWA) poll. The CBWA
poll isthe most established major college baseball rank-
ing system.

The hard work and dedication had paid off and O.J.
didn’t have to worry about not receiving attention any-
more. Hisfather, David King, who works with the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation Housing Authority, watched his
son never give up hisdream. “| haveto give him credit,”
said David. “He alwaystold me hecould doit. I'mreally
proud of him.”

0.J.’sdream of playing baseball at the college level
also helped him obtain another goal, a college degree.
0.J. earned a degree in University Studies.

However, O.J. wasn't finished with baseball just
yet. Having performed brilliantly at the college level, ball
clubs began knocking at the door. Major L eague organi-
zations such as the Los Angeles Dodgers, Seattle Mari-
ners and Cincinnati Reds were definitely interested in
his pitching prowess. The Reds were the most persistent and O.J. was soon in
the Reds farm club system. He went on to pitch in the rookie league for two
years and the Class A division for the Philly Mustangs and Dayton Dragons.

A shoulder injury would dampen O.J.’s performance on the mound and
eventually, the Creek athlete would have to let go of his dream of continuing to
play the sport he loved. But hislove and desire for the sport and always being a
part of the game has never died, O.J. has decided to lend his skills to coaching.
He has already mentored young students of the sport in a private school in Loui-
siana. O.J. next plans to help Creek baseball playersin a camp to be held this
summer. O.J."s success story continues to be written!
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Shop talk with Gerald

Hope everyone had a safe and happy New Year.
What a way to bring in the New Year, a National
Championship gamewith local flavor. Unfortunately,
theflavor went alittle bad for the Oklahoma Sooners
bid for aNational Championship thisyear. You got to
admit, its been a long time since we have seen the
crimson and cream, well, creamed in this sort of man-
ner. Murphy’s law of everything that can go wrong
will go wrong, was applied that fourth night of Janu-
ary inwarm Miami, Floridafor Bob Stoop’s Sooners.

But since we're al armchair quarterbacks for a
while, all kinds of ideas, remedies, and opinionswill
be given that certainly would have suppressed or aided
the failing Sooners. All views will probably be that
way until spring football rolls around and the promise
of anew season can be anticipated.

And so falling in line with everyone, we do want
to remind our wonderful readers about the Decem-
ber issue of The Muscogee Nation News, we did
document that Oklahomawould haveto play anear
perfect gamein order to preserve avictory. And that
the defensive secondary of the Sooners would have
to play the perfect game. Well, obviously that didn’t
happen as Trojan quarterback Matt L einart threw for
an Orange Bowl record five touchdowns and com-
pleted 18-0f-35 passesfor 332 yards, and was named
the game's Most Outstanding Player. Yeah, it was
bad, but Muscogee readers, don’t give up the faith.

Like the anticipated Orange Bowl matchup, the
Kobe Bryant-Shaquille O’ Neal didn’t live up to ex-
pectations either. O’Neal’s Miami Heat won the
game, but the giant fouled out before the game went
into overtime. True, histeammatestook over and got
thewin, but it still would have been niceto have seen
aplayoff typeof foul. Thetype of playoff that’s remi-
niscent of the Kevin McHale tomahawk on Kurt
Rambisway back in the day. Nothing like that really
happened, so | think Kobe won the battle this day.
After all, hedid lure O’ Neal into fouling him for his
sixth foul. | guess we will al have to wait and see
what happens in the second confrontation which is
scheduled for March 17 in Miami. Thegameis sched-
uled to be televised on TNT.

Even though we' rein cold January, itsnot too early
to start thinking about the 2nd Annual All-Indian
March Madness Basketball Tournament. The Tour-
nament will be held March 23 through the 27 at the
Dewar High School Gymnasium. Last year’s tour-
nament was fun to watch and this year’s tournament
promisesto be even bigger and better than last year’s
successful spectacle. Come on, get ateamin, and if
you don’t have one, get one.

Keep | etting us know about those great Creek ath-
letes out there. Basketball season isin high gear and
softball is going to be coming up. If you don’t brag
about your athlete, no onewill.

Broken Arrow Lady Tigers Basketbal team with asteedy
dose of experience.

hardwood, butinthe
classroom as well.
Bear’s academic
success has earned
her consderationfor
class vdedictorian,
which will be an-
nounced later this
yedr.
“Ashley’s been
playing since she
was in the second
grade” says her fa
ther, Gerry, proudly.
Bear started out
her high schodl ca-
reer a the guard po-
sition, but her leeder-
ship skills made
Coach Teri Long

averaging 12 pointsper game.
Although aleader on the team requires going undernesth

andisquiteefficient behind thethree-pointline.

teeammateAllison Little, whoisasenior, theLady Tigersros-
ter congsts mainly of sophomores who are working their

MNN Athlete of the Month: Ashley Bear

BROKEN ARROW—Adhley Bear is helping leed the  Lady Tigers were with 2 winsand 4 losses. The team fin-

The Muscogee (Creek) senior isnot only aforceonthe  Bear and for the team. Bear is naturaly a shooting guard

Broken Arrow High School Player Ashley Bear

move the Creek ahlete to the point-guard postion. Beer is

and fighting for position, Bear prefers the perimeter game

Bear continues to guide the rather young team. Besides

way through a rough gart. At the end of December, the

ished last year with 12 winsand 14 losses.
Coach Long admits that the road has been difficult for

andthebd| handling
duties of a point
guard are not duties
sheisaccugomedto.
But Bear hasrisento
theoccason, accord-
ing to Coach Long.
“Ashley should be
our shooting guard,
but since we are
withoutapoint guard
she has bitten the
bullet and hasgotten
better.”

Broken Arrow
playsin6A and com-
petesin the Frontier
Conference, which
consists of teams
such as Jenks,
Union, and Muskogee.

“Adhley issuch aremarkable player, sheisateam leader
and helpslead theteam,” says Coach Long. “Both onand
off the court, alot of times, the younger players, and we
have quite afew of them, look to her for guidance.

Bear’s future plans are to atend Oklahoma Sate Uni-
versty and mgor in mechanica engineering. Considering
her outstanding leedership sKills, earning a college degree
will not besodifficult for thisCreek high school senior.

Creek athleteincluded in 100 greatest sports publication

Sooners Illustrated magazine recently after 62 seasons.

printed a special book entitled, “100 Greatest
Sooners.” Ranked at number 93

Another good example of Jacob’s abilitiesis
told from an excerpt from the ar-

on the all-time list is Muscogee
(Creek) citizen, Jack Jacobs,
who was born in Holdenville in
1919 and played for the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma from 1939 to
1941.

Jacobs, an Oklahoma leg-
end known as Indian Jack, did his
part for the Sooners. The Creek
gridiron star led the team at
quarterback and also played de-
fensive back. Jacobs was also
known for his punting exploits
and, according to the article,
Jacobs, who was second in the na-

ticlein agamethat featured Okla-
homa against Santa Clara.

The Sooners were clinging
to an 8-6 lead and pinned deep
in their own end of the field,
when Jacobs proceeded to boot
a spiraling punt that cut
through the October winds and
did not stop until it had bounced
inside the Santa Clara 10-yard
line, some 86 yards away. The
Sooner defense went to hold
and the Broncos and moments
later, Jacobs led OU, facing a
fourth and goal from the three, to

tion in 1940 in punting with a47.8
yards average, punted 18 timesin a

Jack Jacobs

a game clinching touchdown
with 15 seconds remaining in the

contest against Santa Clara, a record that still stands game. Final score: Oklahoma 16, Santa Clara 6.
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ticipatedinaSt. Louischar-
ity horse show. She rode
Good Friday’sGoin’ Jessie.
Shecaptured severd avards
while competing against
world renown Tennessee
walking horsebreeds.

Sheisasenior, atend-
ing OklahomaState Univer-
Sty onanlIndianHedth Ser-
vicescholarship.

Sarah is the great
granddaughter of Dora

Chaney.

Vg0 reservation. He was
involvedinvariousports in-
cluding basketball, football,
andtrack throughout hishigh
school career. He gradu-
ated from Ganado High
School in1995. After gradu-
aion, he atended Yavapai
Community College in
Prescott, Arizona.on abas-
ketball schalarship.
Rodney isthe son of
Marshall Thompson and

Community Soortsnews

Brewster participatesin horse show
ST. LOUIS, MO— Sarah Brewdter recently par-

Brewster

Triba member makesABA All-Nativeteam

YUMA, Ariz. — Rodney Patrick Thompson was
recently selected for theAmerican Basketball Association's
All-Native Basketbd | team onatrid besis

Thompson grew up in the Ganedo area of the Na-

Thompson

Joan Ddga. Heisthe grandson of the late Newman Th-
ompson and CindaSootawakey-Thompson.
He has one sgter, Andrea Hernandez.

2005 Native American All-Star Football Game
LAWRENCE, Kan. — The 2005 Native American All-
Star footbd | game committee announcesthat nominations
for participants of the 2005 game are now being accepted.
Any NativeAmericanhigh school senior whowill graduate
in 2005 and isamember of afederdly recognized tribeis
encouraged to apply for the All-Sar game.

The Native American All-Star gameisin its fourth
year of existence and continuesto gain notoriety with col-
legecoachesand playersdike. Thisyear’sAll-Sar football
game will continue to be held on the historic campus of
Haskell Indian Nations University in Lawrence, on adate
yet to be determined. All selected participantswill havean
opportunity to meet and play with the best of the best in
Indian country in an East versusWest formet.

For more information, visit www.ndnsports.com or
contact Brent Cahwee, bcahwee@ndnsports.com or John
Harjo, jharjo@ndnsports.com for more information.

Tournament offers more than athletic competition

OKMULGEE — A few years ago, friends and
sports enthusiasts, David Pascale and Lucas Taylor,
decided to create a basketball tournament that would
target and benefit Native American youth in the sur-
rounding communities, with aspirations of anationwide
impact.

Thegoal of the tournament wasto develop atour-
nament that
will  help
build char-
acter in our
Native
American
youth, give
themafocal
point to
strive for
academic
excellence,
provide a
deterrent to
acohol and
drug use/
abuse, re-
storepridein
our Native
American
heritage, foster a healthy life-style and ultimately help
Native American youth succeed in the game of life.

“Historically, Native Americans have alwaysbeen
athletic,” said Taylor. “Whether is was during times of
war, or hunting to provide food and insuring the very
existence of our people, Native Americanshave always
possessed acompetitive spirit deep within. By targeting
thesetwo characteristics, athletics and competitiveness,
we felt we would be able to capture their attention and
help focus on other areas of life that our Native Ameri-
can youth deem asinsignificant or of no great concern.”

Working from this concept, Pascale and Taylor
have devel oped two very successful basketball tourna-
ments: theAnnual All-Indian Warriors Showcase Shoot-
out, for agesfiveto fourteen, and the Annual All-Indian
March Madness Tournament, for high school aged ath-
letes. The two tournaments have reached basketball
enthusiasts throughout Oklahoma, aswell as neighbor-
ing states. Last year, University of Oklahoma Men's
Basketball Coach, Kelvin Sampson, wrote a letter of
support that was included in the March Madness tour-
nament program.

“That letter helps us move closer to gaining na-
tional recognition,” said Taylor.

Everyoneinvolved with thetournamentsareiden-
tifiable Native Americans. Thisallows usthe organiza-
tion to have a more personal connection and positive
affect on Native American youth.

In conjunction with this year’'s March Madness
Tournament, the tournament committee will be giving

away four scholarships: (2) four year scholarships (up
to 100% of tuition costs only) to Bacone College and
(2) $1000 scholarships at aformal awards banquet fol-
lowing the March Madness Tournament.

New to thisyear’stournament activitiesisan edu-
cation fair hosted by Bacone College. The one day edu-
cation fair is geared toward helping our Native Ameri-
can youth prepare for life after high school. The reten-
tion rate of Native Americans nationwideis 18%.

“For the numbers to increase, we must provide
every possible opportunity to help them succeed and
remove all stumbling blocks that continue to haunt all
NativeAmerican studentsnationwide,” said Taylor. “Too
many times we want to place the blame on everyone
else, when ultimately the blame lies with us! Our Na-
tive American youth are placed on a path that leads to
failure rather than success. It's our goal and desire to
break that continuing circle of failureby redirecting their
paths.”

During the education fair, Bacone College offi-
cialswill provide lectures guided by Native American
speakers and information packets for all those who at-
tend. Expertswill be on hand to help participantsfill out
financial aid packetsfor federal and tribal financial aid.

Along with the two scholarships, Bacone is able
to offer every individual a35% scholarship towards costs
of attending Bacone College. The scholarships are in
Native American specific areas, specifically those re-
lated to Muscogee (Creek) culture. Three areas are
targeted: ceremonial leaders (singing) and shell shak-
ers, stickball; and storytelling. Thisencouragesour youth
to be proud of their Native American heritage.

“By utilizing thewisdom and teachings of our triba
elders, our youth can help the progression of our people
by attending an institute of higher learning and returning
to our rural communitieswith anew found knowledge,
pride, and attitude, characteristics are youth desperately
need in order to prosper and survive,” said Taylor.

Finally, depending on the funds generated, thetour-
nament committee plans on sponsoring and chaperon-
ing one boys team and one girls team, comprised of
individuals participating in the March M adness Tourna-
ment, to theAnnual All West Native American Basket-
ball Tournament in Denver, Colorado, sponsored by the
United NativeAmerican Housing Association. Theteam
will act as ambassadors for the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation and the Housing Authority of the Creek Nation.

Based on the success of previous tournaments,
Pascale and Taylor plan on creating a organization that
will allow themtofinancially assist individual swith edu-
cational needs, acohol/drug awarenessand prevention
activities, life skillstraining, athletic equipment, instruc-
tional and exposure camps, and team sponsorships.

For moreinformation about theAll-Indian March
Madness Tournament or for a scholarship application,
contact Lucas Taylor at (918) 732-7637 or
lvmhed@yahoo.com.
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SARAH BAKER

BROKENARROW —Funerd servicesfor SarahMally
Jean Gordon Baker were held December 17 & FHora Haven
Funera Home with afamily reception hosted by members of
the American Legion Post 308.

She was born on November 25, 1925 to Homer and
LenaMcFarland Gordon. Baker attended Graham Didtrict #32
for 12 years After graduetion shemovedto Ddlas, Texaswhere
she enliged in the United States Marine Corps Women Re-
serves. After boot camp she attended motor transport school et
Camp Legeune, North Carolinathen served during the duration
of World Wer Il a Quantico, Virginia

Sarah was honored as the 2003 Oklahoma Femae Vet-
eran of the Year for her years of voluntesrism with veterans
organizations. Shewasthe founder of Oklahoma sfirst chap-
ter of Women Marines Associaion in 1978 and served nine
years asits presdent. Baker was a life member of the Marine
Corps League, member of American Legion Post 308 Honor
Guard. Shewasaso amember of Women of theMooseLodge
862 and was a Girl Scouts leader for Sx years.

Baker was preceded in death by: her parents; brother,
Charles*Buger™” Gordon; andssters, JackieBad dwinand Odessa
Stewart.

Survivors indude: daughters, Royda Radtke of Tulsg,
ConnieLumsden of Saginaw, Texas, RondaK €llogg and Retha
Perry, both of Catoosa; son, Russdl Redtke of Tulsa; Sgters,
Lillie Massengde of Dudtin, Eileen Sanders and Liz Robison,
both of Lamar; brother, John Gordon of Moore; eeven grand-
children; twelve great-grandchildren; two great-greet grand-
children; and cherished friends.

DANIEL THOMPSON

SCHULTER— Funerd sarvicesfor Daniel “Bodeg’ Th-
ompson were held December 31 a the Schulter Gymnasium.

He was born June 12, 1945 in Pierce to Newman and
Cinda Thompson.

He enligted in the United States Marine Corps in July
1966 and earned an honorable discharge in February 1971.
BodeewasaCorpord and sarvedinthe Vietnam War. Hewas
adsoapipdingwel der.

Thompson wasalifetime member of the VFW, member
of the American Legion, Elks Lodge, Loca Pipeliners Union
and the Fraternd Order of Eagles.

Danid enjoyed dl sportsbut hemost enjoyed basketbdll
and softbdl. His hobbies were playing pool with his V.EW.

Team. He aso enjoyed riding
around and visiting places, fam-
ily, friendsand listening to coun-
try, oldies and gompdance mu-
sc.

Preceding him in death
were: his parents; brothers,
Russll and Henry Thompson;
and 9sters, Besse Freeman and
Ethyl Wyaitt.

Survivors include: wife,
Kim Rich of the home, daugh-
ters, Cassandra Harjo, Danaand
Carol K. Thompson, dl of Okemah; five grandchildren; broth-
es, Emmanue of Checotah, Newman Jr. of Henryetta and
Marshdl Thompsonaof Yuma,Arizong andSgters, EttaDickerson
of Sapulpaand Sarah Harjo Thompson of Tulsa

Honorary pdlbearers were Newman J., Marshdl and
Emmanuel Thompson; Darryl Dudley; Joe Henry; Jack
Alexander; and Reuben Freeman Sr.

. ™
Thompson

PATRICIAWOZENCRAFT

OCALA, FL — Petricia Wozencraft passed away on
Nov. 19, 2004, of breast cancer. She died 10 days before her
67th birthday.

Shegraduated fromWetumkaHigh School in 1956. Petty
hed a gpecid gift with art and sculpting. She sculpted alot of
horses and produced them in Bronzes.

Petty waspreceded in desth by: her parents, Bill and Pearl
Conley; sgter, ThelmaConley Wyman, June2004, and abrother
Oscar Lee Conley June 2004.

Shewassurvived by her husband Ed Wozencraft; daugh-
ter, Roberta Sampson, of Canoga Park, Ca.; son, Don Lanning,
of VanNuys, Ca,; threebrothers, DouglasConley, Billy Conley,
and Glenn Conley; Two sgters, Nova Gail Conley Bal, and
BrendaConley Chambers.

She was Cremated. A Memorid Service was held Dec.
2, a her church at Oakbrook Life Center in Ocala, Horida

HELEN JMBOY
CLEARVIEW— Funerd sarvicesfor Heen Jmboy were
held December 28 a Creek Chapd Methodist Church.
Shewas born July 12, 1932, in Clearview, to Pete and
Annie Harjo. Shewasahomemaker, and aso enjoyed quilting
and knitting. She was alongtime member of the Creek Chapd

Methodist Church.

Jmboy was preceded in death by her loving husband
William M. Jmboy; her parents; one son, Baby Boy Jmboy;
one grand baby; one grest-grandbaby; two sSgter, Minnie Bea:
ver and LouAnnWells.

She was survived by her three sons David Jmboy, of
Glenpoal; Elton Jmboy, of Tulsa; Marcy Jmboy, of Holdenville;
six daughters: Leah Ann Jack, of Tulsa; Edith Jmboy, of
Clearview; Louisa(Kitty) Chotkey, of Tulsa; RobinArmstrong,
of Anadarko; Margie Sue Mclntosh, of Glenpool; Princess Pat
Chegter, of Hulbert; onesster LettieRanddll, of Henryetta; three
brothers, SonnieHarjo, of Okemah; JamesHarjo, of Clearview;
MorrisHarjo, of Clearview;

Interment was held a Creek Chapel Cemetery. Officiat-
ing was Rev. Mdcom Tiger and Rev. Edwin Jmboy.

ROBERT LOUISPETSEMOIE, JR.

OKEMAH — Funerd sarvicesfor Robert L. Petsemoie,
J. were held on January 11, a Arbeka Indian Baptist Church.

He was born September 14, 1951, in Tdihina, to Robert
Petsemoie S. and Lesh Bear. He graduated from Chilocco In-
dian School in 1969 a thetop of hisclassand excelled in sports
and played in the band. He adso attended Southesstern State
Collegein Durant and Oklahoma University and dso served in
the United States Navy.

He was a carpenter and worked for Creek Nation Hous-
inganddsoasasdf employed carpenter. Hehad livedinWel egtka
for five years coming from Holdenville.

Hewas baptized at Arbeka Indian Baptist Church on De-
cember 19, 2004, by Rev. Marvin Lowe and became amember
of that church. Robert was an avid OU football fan who had
season tickets and attended every game he could. He loved to
fish a Eufauladam, have cookouts, and travel. He was dways
helping othersand during hismany admissonsto Creek Nation
Community Hospitd, hefell inlovewith dl thestaff and did his
best to keep theminline

He was preceded in death by his parents and a niece,
Misty Ann Newton.

He was survived by his long time companion, Joyce
Harrison, of the home; three brothers, Roger Petsemoie and
wife, Pat, of Ada, Carl Petsemoie of Holdenville and Herman
Petssmoieand wife, Lilah, dsoof Holdenville twossters, Pamda
Newton of Holdenvilleand Carol Shieldsand husband, Kent, of
Ada, and ahost of other family and friends.

Interment washeld at Cavin City Cemetery in Calvin.

Native American Funeral Home

210 E. First St. - Bristow, OK 74010

918.8367.1045
{(Z4 Hours)

Service with Love, Honor & Respect

H.D. & R. D. Griffin
Indian Owned & Operated

Dana West
Funeral Director

(24 HoOURS)

DEDICATED TO PRESERVING NATIVE AMERICAN
BURIAL CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS
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MOST PACKAGES INCLUDE
PREPARATION, VISITATION, CASKET,
OUTER BURIAL CONTAMER,
GRAVE SETIP, HEADSTONE
AND MEMORIAL FOLDERS

COMPLETE
[FUNERAL & CREMATION
TRIBUTE PACKAGES
PACKAGES ARE TAILOREDTO
AVAILABLE TRIBAL ASSISTANCE
BURAL PROGRAMS AND MAYBE
AT HO COST TO THE FAMLLY

JAMES ADELMAN, (MUSCOGEE CREEK)
LARRY MARTINEZ, (CHEROKEE)

chumacher Funeral Home

Announcing
Two new additions to our staff with over
80 years of combined experience to better serve you

Bob McLemore and Patty Fletcher
Honoring Native American Customs and Traditions

Tribal Burial Funds may include a complete Funeral
Service at NO COST to Native American families
Two locations to serve your needs:

130 W. 8Th §t.
Bristow, OK 74010
918.367.2244

1321 W. Columbia
Okemah, OK 74859
918.623.1133







